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ABSTRACT 
This dissertation was written as part of the MA in Black Sea and Eastern Mediterranean 
studies, at the International Hellenic University.  
 
 The establishment of the Greek communities in Egypt dates back to the first 
half of the 19th century, when Egypt was part of the Ottoman Empire and was ruled by 
the powerful governor Muhammad Ali. The privileges granted to foreign citizens as a 
result of the Capitulations were one of most important reasons for the Greek 
migration to Egypt. Egypt accepted them and offered opportunities for a better life. 
The gradual development of imperialism led to the Interference of European states 
and mainly Great Britain to the inner affairs of Egypt. In 1882, the country was 
occupied. The indigenous people have always struggled for their independence and as 
a result many nationalistic movements were developed. The Greeks of Egypt were part 
of the bourgeois. They organized their communities and thrived in intellectual and 
economic activities. 
 Since the interwar period, nationalism in Egypt started to gain ground at the 
expense of the foreigners. In 1922 an “artificial” independence was declared by the 
British. The Second World War had a great impact on the political scene of Egypt. 
Young officers emerged determined to bring Egypt to its people. In 1952, the Egyptian 
revolution shocked the world and the Greek community, which was already declined. 
The new regime of Gamal Abdel Nasser nationalized Egypt and enacted laws in favor of 
the Egyptians. The Greek community was affected and severely downscaled, also due 
to the fact that its people never adjusted to the new reality. 
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Introduction 
 
  The universality of Hellenism, along with its timeless character has always 
been a fascinating and interesting topic for scholars. The Greeks very early in time 
explored undiscovered places, expanded outside their geographical space and settled 
in countries of distant lands, in Europe, Asia and Africa. However, the Modern Greek 
Diaspora, a term used to describe the mass dispersion of a population from its 
indigenous territories, cannot be regarded as continuity of the ancient migrants. The 
first period of the modern migration started right after the dissolution of the Byzantine 
Empire. The second began in the 19th century and continues until nowadays. The first 
non European country that accepted the Greeks was Egypt, along with other countries 
of North Africa like Libya, Tunisia, Sudan and Ethiopia. 1 
 This dissertation attempts to examine thoroughly the Greek community of 
Egypt throughout its historical course. It begins with the organized settlement of 
Greeks in 19th century Egypt and analyzes the pull factors that contributed to migration 
and establishment of communities. Also, several details are presented about the 
operation of the communities in combination with the Egyptian and Eastern 
Mediterranean History. 
 The Thesis is moving on with the presentation of the British occupation of 
Egypt that proved crucial first of all for the country itself, because it contributed to the 
emergence of the Egyptian nationalism and secondly for the Greek communities. In 
addition, the author makes a detailed presentation of the educational and economic 
activities of the Greeks. 
 In the final chapter the writer explains the push factors that led to the gradual 
repatriation or migration of the Greeks of Egypt. The World War Two years in Egypt 
are briefly presented along with the events of the next two decades that affected the 
Greek community. 
 The Modern Greek presence in Egypt can be divided in four chronological 
periods. The first covers the years 1830-1881. It includes the migration and settlement 
of Greek population in cities, towns and villages. The second period is from 1882 to 
                                                 
1 Eythymios Th. Soulogiannis (1999) Η θέση των Ελλήνων στην Αίγυπτο: Από την Ακμή στην Παρακμή 
και τη Συρρίκνωση, Αθήνα, pp. 15-17 
  -9- 
1913. Those years found the Greeks participating in the economy of Egypt, establishing 
schools, churches and several other institutions. In this period the British occupation 
and rule of Egypt stands out. The third period is between 1914 and 1940. There was 
also general acne in the community’s life. The second generation of Greeks was born 
and the country started to extricate itself from the British. The fourth period starts in 
1940 and goes on to the present with two sub-periods from 1940 to 1952, and from 
1952 until nowadays. It is characterized by the Greek presence in the Second World 
War and the nationalization measures taken by the regime of officers in Egypt.2 
 The Greeks preserved their identity in Egypt, owing to several reasons. A) They 
were a relatively big community with many thousands people. B) They were 
concentrated mainly in urban centers and not to the countryside near the millions of 
Egyptians. C) Their language and religion was much different than the indigenous. D) 
They were protected under the Capitulations. 
 The author developed his research depending on a great number of books and 
articles dedicated to the Greek community of Egypt. The works of the ex minister of 
foreign affairs Evangelos Averof Tositsas, and the studies of many historians like 
Eythymios Soulogiannis, Aggelos Dalachanis, Alexander Kitroeff, Athanasios Politis, and 
John Sakkas among others, are of great value. In addition, the author extended his 
research by researching the Historical and Diplomatic Archives of the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs (YDIA), as well as the Hellenic Literary and Historical Archive (ELIA-
MIET). Moreover, the author studied a variety of older and modern newspapers, 
receiving a lot of information and data. Furthermore, the 12 volumes archive of 
Konstantinos Karamanlis “Archive, Events and Texts” is also an important source for 
the decades 1950-1960.  
 It is important to mention that there is still place for research regarding the 
Greek community of Egypt and also the modern Egyptian History, which greatly 
affected the community. The archives in Alexandria and Cairo still exist, with many 
undiscovered aspects. 
  
  
                                                 
2 Eythymios Soulogiannis, (2001),Η Ελληνική κοινότητα του Καΐρου, 1856-2001, Αθήνα, p.17 
  -10- 
  
 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COMMUNITY 
 
 The first chapter of the present Master Thesis is an analysis of the reasons 
behind the Greek migration towards Egypt in the 19th century. In addition, the author 
examines the settlement and the development of Greeks in Egypt at the same period 
of time. Also, he presents the reforms of Muhammad Ali and the governance of his 
heirs until the dawn of the 20th century. 
 POPULATION MOVEMENTS 
  
The mass migration of population groups is something that does not happen 
accidentally. Usually, there are specific reasons that lead mankind to the pursuit of 
prosperity, development and also survival in some cases. It was the same for the 
Greeks in the 19th century, when many of them migrated to Egypt from different parts 
of the Ottoman Empire or from the newly established independent Greek state from 
1830s onwards. The factors that contributed to the Greek immigration to the ancient 
country of the Pharaohs were the same that apply in every movement of the people of 
the Greek Diaspora. Certainly there were some particular causes in the case of the 
Egypt, because of the uniqueness of the country.  
 Generally, throughout the 19th century, in Southeastern Eastern Europe, 
Eastern Mediterranean and in the Middle East, people of diverse ethnicities were part 
of the huge, but declining Ottoman Empire. It was characterized by disintegration and 
reforms in many aspects of society, economy and in the inner and foreign policy.  In 
1838 a British-Ottoman treaty brought a major change inside the Empire. It was one of 
the several commercial contracts called Capitulations that reformed the customs 
regulations and established the free traveling of the merchants. The Great powers 
were interested in broadening the space for the traders and their active ambassadors 
and consuls worked for the benefit of the social position of foreign and Christian 
subordinates of the Sultan.3 The negotiations for the capitulations granted privileges to 
                                                 
3 Albert Hurani, (2009) Η Ιστορία του Αραβικού Κόσμου, μτφρ. Θεοδώρα Δαρβίρη, Αθήνα, p. 380 
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the European powers. One of the most significant was the official protection of those 
who were not faithful to the Muslim religion, mainly Christian subordinates. They were 
given the Barats, certificates that proved their equality with the European nationals. 
Having this weapon in their hands foreign minorities inside the Ottoman Empire had a 
clear advantage over their Muslim competitors especially in trading activities. 
Consequently, the Ottoman Empire had taken a path towards gradual 
decentralization.4 
Apart from that, the Ottomans proceeded to general reforms with the edict of 
Gulhane, on November 3rd 1839. It was the beginning of the internal reforms that 
worked in favor of the people’s rights inside the Empire, regardless of their religious 
fate. The decree became stronger in February 1856 with the Hatt-I Humayun. The so-
called Tanzimat reforms contributed among others to the development of trade and 
marine activities and became beneficial mostly for the Christians subordinates of the 
Ottomans. The constitution of 1876 given by the Sultan was the peak of the Tanzimat 
era.5 
 The situation was a strong motivation for migration waves, taking into 
consideration the not rare oppression and the difficulties in everyday life of the people 
under the Ottoman rule including the Greeks. The phenomenon of migration was 
taking place since the 18th century, when international capitalistic markets were 
already established. The European countries, stronger and more developed than ever, 
had already discovered places to expand their economic activities to the East and 
Middle East. There, they supported trading activities, which resulted in amazing acne 
for merchants. Regarding the Greek migrant flow it was a widespread phenomenon 
towards many countries, form Western Europe to the Middle East. The systematic 
settlement in Egypt with the aim of a permanent stay began approximately in the 
1890s.6  
However, Greeks are found in Egypt since the first quarter of the same century.  
Their presence there was also regulated by a series of military and political events. 
                                                 
4 Cleveland L. William (2009), A History of Modern Middle East, Boulder, p.59 
5Athanasios Veremis (1977) “Οι Οθωμανικές μεταρρυθμίσεις(Τανζιμάτ)” In Γεώργιος Χριστόπουλος- 
Ιωάννης Μπαστιάς (eds), Ιστορία του Ελληνικού Έθνους: Νεώτερος Ελληνισμός από το 1833 Ως το 1881, 
Vol 13, Αθήνα , p.169-170 
6 Eythymios Th. Soulogiannis  Η θέση των Ελλήνων στην Αίγυπτo, Ibid, pp.18, 22 
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First of all, the involvement of Egypt to the Greek war of Independence7 had caused 
some thousands of prisoners captured and moved to Egypt as slaves. Nevertheless, 
those people were not persecuted, not even after the crushing defeat of the Turkish 
and Egyptian fleet at the naval battle of Nauarino in 1827. On the contrary, many who 
were chased down by the Turks in the vast Empire found shelter in the country of 
Egypt. Later on, independent Greece became a Capitulatory power and its 
participation in the Crimean war8 (1853-1856) affected negatively the relations with 
the Ottoman Empire. This was another reason for the departure of several Greeks 
towards Egypt.9 
Above all, it was the economy that played the most crucial role in the decision 
of Greeks to migrate. This argument is supported by the fact that any kind of craft 
activity in Greece was in decline and the lack of opportunities forced many to leave 
Greece. For example, people from the Mountainous area of Thessaly and Peloponnese 
began their immigration to Egypt, owing to the collapse of the artisan economy in the 
first, and on account of overpopulation and few chances of prosperity in the second.10  
On the contrary, Egypt provided great economical opportunities. The European 
investments led to the creation of several factories, spread the education mostly in 
Upper classes and introduced new institutions of a modern society. The cotton bloom 
in the 1860s was a major point for Egypt’s economy. Actually, the country turned into 
a plantation that supplied the Europeans and especially Great Britain.11 In addition, the 
                                                 
7 From 1823 to 1827, after the Sultan’s demand, Egypt participated in the Ottoman effort to repress the 
Greek revolution, in Crete (1823) and in Morea(1825-1826). The Egyptian campaign ended up in a 
disaster for the Egyptian forces, when an allied European coalition entered the war against the 
Ottomans and the Egyptians. see also: Tomiche Nada (1967)  Η Νεώτερη Αίγυπτος μτφρ. Σάββα-Βάσου 
Βασιλείου, Αθήνα, p 17-18 
8 During the Crimean War, Greece decided to side with the Russian Empire against the Ottomans and 
their European Allies mainly France and Great Britain. After the defeat of the Russians the consequences 
were disastrous for Greece. French and British military forces occupied some areas of Greece, imposed 
financial controls and the relations with the Ottoman Empire were severely affected. The most 
important Greek interests were connected with the Ottoman Empire, where the great majority of 
Greeks used to live. The relations with the Patriarchate, the economic activities with the unredeemed 
Greeks and any kind of affairs inside the frame of the Ottoman Empire and close to Greek interest, were 
based in good relations with the Sublime Porte.   See also Ιωάννης Πετρόπουλος και Αικατερίνη 
Κουμαριανού “Ξένη πολιτική, διεθνές πλαίσιο” In Γεώργιος Χριστόπουλος και Ιωάννης Μπαστιάς 
(eds),Ιστορία του Ελληνικού Έθνους: Νεώτερος Ελληνισμός από 1833 Ως 1881, Vol 13, Αθήνα, 1977 p.15 
9 Alexander Kitroeff ,(1989)The Greeks in Egypt: Ethnicity and Class, London, p. 12 
10 Ibid p. 12 
11 The outbreak of the American civil war in 1861 interrupted the cotton supply from the United States 
to British markets. That was a motivation for the boost of the Egyptian production. The situation 
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country had already a railway system from 1850 and in 1869 the Suez Canal was 
completed with French and Egyptian capital. The wealthy celebrations for the opening 
highlighted its importance. The export of crafted cotton from Egypt and the Suez Canal 
was extremely profitable for Great Britain.12 The author presents more information 
about the situation in Egypt and its role in attracting Greek people in the next sub-
chapter. 
To sum up, behind the emigration of Greeks towards Egypt someone has to 
seek for economical reasons, in combination with the new rules of the global markets. 
The Great powers mainly France and Great Britain developed many interests in the 
region οf the Middle East, and their antithesis with the Ottoman Empire along the with 
national revolts in the Balkan Peninsula contributed in the decision of Greeks to leave 
their country and join the brand new and under configuration Greek communities in 
Egypt. The immigrants of the modern era will create their own fate and future in this 
promise land. 
 EGYPT’S UNSTABLE CONDITION 
 The development of Egypt throughout the 19th century is analysed in a 
separate sub-chapter, because of the importance of the changes that took place in the 
country and transformed it in several aspects. The dissertation supports the argument 
that the reforms of Muhamad Ali’s regime were essential for the creation of a modern 
and innovative state. Moreover, the reader is able to discern the significant 
achievements and events during the 19th century, which influenced Egypt sometimes 
in a positive and others in a negative way. Finally, the citing and the comments on 
those events create a connection with the Greek presence in Egypt at the same period 
of time. 
 Throughout the evolution of humanity, many great and worth of remembrance 
nations existed. They bloomed, reached their peak and gradually or suddenly declined. 
It is significant to mention that no matter how old and deep the roots of one 
civilization are, it is doomed to fall if it does not keep up with the signs of times and 
                                                                                                                                               
continued even after the war. See Albert Hurani, (2009) Η Ιστορία του Αραβικού κόσμου, μτφρ 
Θεοδώρα Δαρβίνη Αθήνα, p.390 
12Albert Hurani, (2009) Ibid, p. 390 
  -14- 
the evolutions of the Era. Towards the end of the 18th century Europe’s high progress 
and development, was in contrast to the situation in Egypt. There, the obsolete and 
feudal governance of the Mamlouks had spread darkness and almost absolute lack of 
education and progress. There was no sign of the historic and momentous 
Renaissance, the Enlightenment, or the Bourgeois and Industrial revolution.13  
 This phenomenon was widespread in all Muslin countries of the Eastern 
Mediterranean. It was evident that those societies could not thrive under these 
conditions, in a system of hereditary culture. The world was dominated by the Great 
powers, and the people of Middle East understood at some point that they had to 
count on their strength. Egypt was fortunate enough to have governments that 
acquired and supported reform plans. The country tried to create a balance between 
the foreign merchants and entrepreneurs, and a group of people mainly landowners, 
who were regarded as the elite of the society. It was a dangerous task. Under these 
circumstances, a new idea emerged that the Muslim countries could adopt European 
notions without betraying their fate and belief. Representatives of this new way of 
thinking were people who had studied in academies and schools created by the 
reforming governments or by foreign scholars. The spread of their worldview became 
possible and easier through the newspapers and the journals. Nevertheless, little to 
zero was their resonance to the lives of the people especially those of the 
countryside.14 
 On previous lines it was referred that the Mamluks ruled the country of Egypt. 
It is useful to give some more information about them and about the general political 
situation in Egypt, before the assumption of power by Muhamad Ali, in order to 
proceed to the Era of changes. 
 The constant wars of the Ottoman Empire against European powers or local 
landlords led to an inability to preserve administrative control over many of its 
provinces. The most characteristic feature of this unstable situation was the 
decentralization not only in administrative terms, but also in the Ottoman’s efficiency 
to maintain actual control over several provinces. While the Sultan’s influence was 
                                                 
13 Guang Pan, (2013) “Revelations of Muhamad Ali’s Reforms for Egyptian National Governance”, 
Journal of  Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies(in Asia), 7:4 , 17-35, p. 18 
14 Albert Hurani,(2009) ibid, p. 65-66 
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fading upon the vast empire many officials in distant provinces acquired much strength 
and wealth. The situation had reached such extent that some officials were able to 
define the High Porte’s absolutism of authority. As a result, new opportunities were 
emerged for local leaders to spread their rule upon more and larger regions. The 
Derebeys and Ayans, local landlords, began to gain autonomy. However, their purpose 
was not to dethrone the Sultan, but to acquire as much autonomy as they could. They 
wanted to exploit themselves the wealth of their provinces and pass their authority to 
their own heirs. To make things worse for the Sultan, they did not provide him with 
armed men to use them as part of the Ottoman army.15 
 A specific example was Egypt, which was considered part of the Empire only in 
papers, due to the autonomy tendency that developed under the Mamluk16 order. 
What is more, the governance of the Mamluks presented unstable characteristics and 
unpopular behavior. The absence of cohesive central government was replaced by the 
exercise of power via competing to each other Mamluk households. These, were active 
in regulate the public taxes, in moving and training troops, and in operating mercantile 
enterprises with local or European traders and businessmen. As a result, although 
Egypt did not operate under extreme close-door policy, the usual rivalries of the 
Mameluke factions and their excessive tax imposition caused complete decay of order 
and security mostly outside the city centers, in the countryside. This incapability to 
organize the state in terms of administration and proper regulation of the available 
resources would change, when a brilliant and ambitious leader would come in 
power.17 
Muhammad or Mehmet Ali (1769-1849), was of Albanian origins and he was 
born and raised in Kavala, a port city in northern Greece. The Ottomans sent him to 
Egypt to evacuate the French expeditionary force. In 1798, the French, who were at 
war at the time with Great Britain, had landed to Egypt with a large expeditionary 
                                                 
15 Cleveland L. William and Martin Bunton, (2009) A History of the Modern Middle East, Boulder, pp. 57-
58 
16 The Mamluks mostly were of Caucasian or Georgian Origin. From those countries Turks or Jewish 
merchants used to buy them in young age from their families and sell them to local landlords. Other 
nations also used to sell their children, like the Kurds, the Turks and the Greeks. Usually they were 
converted to Islam and after that any connection with their original families was completely lost. See, 
Athanasiou Politou, (1928) Ο Ελληνισμός και η Νεωτέρα Αίγυπτος, Ιστορία του Αιγυπτιώτου 
Ελληνισμού. Από το 1798 μέχρι το 1927, Vol. 1, Αλεξάνδρεια-Αθήνα , p.83 
17 Ibid, pp. 64-65 
  -16- 
force under the leadership of Napoleon the Great. After three years of constant war in 
Egypt they tried to conquer Syria but they were forced to retreat, when The British and 
Ottomans forged an alliance against them. It was the first collaboration in a battlefield 
between Ottomans and non Muslim powers. In addition, for the first time the 
European countries invaded the Ottoman Empire in its territories in the Middle East 
and it was the first contact of the Muslim people in Egypt with the brand new for them 
European military might. For many historians and researchers this incident symbolizes 
the dawn of a new era for the Middle East.18  
It is interesting to stay a little on Napoleon Bonaparte, who was very much 
influenced by the ideas of the French revolution, impregnated by a humanitarian ideal 
and an admirer of great conquerors of the past. He organized his expedition not only 
with soldiers and weapons, but also included a number of scholars, whose aim was to 
civilize and study the country, contribute to its progress and spread modern ideas in it. 
Although he was defeated in the end, his plan was not lost. Without knowing it the 
French fed a new national, anti-Ottoman feeling. The situation was depicted in the 
administrative and judicial management of the country. The offices and axioms began 
to fall into the hands of the Egyptian dignitaries. The Ottoman Turks and the Mameluks 
were facing this upcoming group of people, which would compose a stable core of 
those who were extremely dissatisfied with the governance of Egypt and would 
support Muhamad Ali in his struggle to rule.19 
Moreover, Bonaparte’s great admiration towards ancient Egypt, led to the 
invention of Egyptology, and the decoding of the mysterious until then Egyptian 
hieroglyphics. One hundred and sixty scientists accompanied the French troops into 
Alexandreia. In Cairo they found the Egyptian Institute, where the thorough 
examination of Egypt’s past began. The expedition of Napoleon aimed to empower the 
geostrategic position of France and give a strong blow to Britain’s commerce. Finally, it 
was not successful, but his scientific team attracted for the first time the interest of the 
West for the ancient Egyptian civilization. The excavations and the observations of the 
French boosted also the curiosity for the ancient canal towards the Red sea and 
                                                 
18 Albert Hurani, ibid, pp.367-368 
19Nada Tomiche, (1967) Η Νεώτερη Αίγυπτος, μτφρ. Σάββα-Βάσου Βασιλείου, Αθήνα, pp. 9,13 
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triggered the ambitious plans of Ferdinant de Lesseps, who worked for the opening of 
the Suez Canal two generations later.20  
 
 MUHAMMAD ALI’S RULE AND HIS REFORMS 
On 2 September 1801 the French general Jacques Francois Menou, baron of 
Boussay, surrendered to the British troops that had laid siege upon the French in 
Alexandria some months earlier. It was the end of the French expedition in Egypt and 
the beginning of the British interference. After the French evacuation, three powers 
sought to gain absolute control and rule the country. The Ottomans who wanted to 
regain their authority in Egypt, the Mamluks, who tried to rule the country as they did 
before the French invasion and the British. The last, withdraw early in 1803. Then, 
Muhamad Ali and his Albanian troops sided with the Mamluks in order to defeat the 
Ottomans and their Pasha in Egypt. They indeed were successful. 
 However, a new power appeared. The religious masters of Egypt, the Ulama, 
revolted against the oppressing Mamluks and tried to save their rights acquired the 
previous years. Having had the people on their side they were the perfect ally to 
Muhamad Ali, who changed his stance and joined them against his previous allies. 
After a series of events the Ulama made him the country’s leader and applied to the 
High Porte for the approval of the people’s decision. On 9 July 1805 he became 
officially the new Wali, the governor of the Ottoman province. The rivalry with the 
Mamluks continued until 1811, when he slaughtered them by setting a trap to them 
after a banquet in Cairo’s citadel.21 
 Generally the first years of the 19th century in Egypt, when the rule passed to 
Muhamad Ali are characterized by chaos in people’s everyday life. Whatever trading 
activity existed was put into pause. Also, armed Muslim men were ravaging the 
countryside and the cities, stealing and kidnapping helpless people. They justified 
themselves by referring to their non-paid salaries. In addition, several landlords were 
taxing the population in exaggerative frequency and cruelty. Nonetheless, reforms 
                                                 
20 Kathimerini Newspaper, 5- December-2009 
21  The courtyard where the assassination took place is now a tourist attraction. It is romanticised by a 
fairy tale of a survivor who jumped from a high wall on the back of his horse and escaped the last 
moment from his persecutors. Nada Tomiche,(1967) ibid, pp.14-16  see also Martin Anderson’s (2012) 
“The Development of British Tourism in Egypt: 1815 to 1850”, Journal of Tourism History, 4:3, Vol. 4, 
259-279, p.266 
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were imminent and realizable in Ali’s mind. His plans for the future of Egypt became 
the major task of his governance.22 
Very important scholars, Historians and researchers studied about the national 
program of Muhamad Al’s regime. Several papers have been written examining every 
aspect of those reforms in terms of roots, process, meanings and consequences. This 
Master Thesis does not have the purpose to go deeper into what really happened in 
detail. It only focuses on some essential changes that took place and affected 
drastically first of all the country itself, the foreign communities and mainly the Greek 
one, and lastly the future generations of Egypt.  
Since he succeeded in becoming the absolute ruler, something that has been 
forgotten in Egypt for hundreds of years, his primary goal was to bring back the 
national unity and improve the society that was broken into fragments. To achieve this 
goal he paid much attention to the administrative system. The aim was to bring back 
an active centralization. For this reason he founded a cabinet and an advisory council 
according to European patterns and comprised by different officials, scholars and 
noblemen. The cabinet had seven departments, which reflected to the sectors that 
were to be reformed. Trade, diplomacy, internal affairs, army, navy, education, 
industry and finance completed the puzzle. 
 Moreover, he divided his land into seven provinces. Each one had its own 
governor, who was given the right to rule by the central government. However, this 
right could also be taken away at the same time. This was an efficient way to preserve 
control over the provinces, which consisted of three administrative bodies the county, 
the township and the village. This austere policy helped the application of specific laws 
and policies that made possible other reforms in several fields.23 
One of the most significant targets of Ali’s policy was the revitalization of the 
economy, and through a series of measures great progress was made. It was vital for 
Egypt to have stabilized and profitable agricultural production since the country’s 
economy traditionally used to depend on agricultural activities. The new regime 
attempted to boost the morale and give motivation to the agrarian population by 
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changing the tax system. The unstoppable and really unbearable tax imposotion of the 
previous years were completely changed in 1814. In addition, the Wali annulled the tax 
exemption that some religious officers defrauded and also he seized various religious 
properties. This led to the nationalization of many lands that previously belonged to 
few landlords and very Importantly to a fairer distribution of land to the people. Each 
farmer could acquire until five Feddans, namely a unit area. Taxes were paid according 
to the merit of land and a national land measure was made. The results were depicted 
firstly to the higher amount of taxes given for improvement of state and secondly, to 
the motivated agricultural stuff free of burdens and arbitrariness. The government also 
tried to help through building a modern irrigation system. The construction of barriers 
that regulated the flow of water brought the water wherever and whenever it was 
necessary. The perennial irrigation that was applied improved the production that 
previously depended on the flood period in the Nile Delta. 
 The Western European superiority in the technology sector was becoming 
better known to Egypt. Aiming at the improvement of the industrial and agricultural 
production, Ali purchased new equipment and hired experts to share their knowledge 
with his subordinates. More and more people of the intelligentsia from Europe and the 
United States of America arrived and took positions in new established schools, 
factories and in the military. Gradually the spectrum of the industry was expanded in 
several sectors such as in leather and food processing, shipbuilding, textiles, paper, 
glass, sugar, printing and more.24  
During the industrialization of the economy much emphasis was put on military 
material and textiles. The last however, was not so successful due to the inability of 
Egypt to control directly the markets in which the fabrics were sold. On the contrary, 
the military met an unprecedented expansion. Weapons of every kind were produced 
in many arsenals and even warships were built following the latest technological 
advancements of the era. For example, in the Cairo citadel almost two thousand 
muskets were produced per month in 1820 and in the 1930s 4.000 thousand workers 
were employed in the docks of Alexandria, constructing worships with one hundred 
canons each. Among those workers many were Greeks. 
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Muhammad Ali was able to control his country’s economy and its revenues 
through a monopoly system. He imposed that system to the farmers and to the 
agrarian population. Thus, they were obliged to sell their raw material first to him in a 
price that was previously fixed between the two parties, and then sell to European 
buyers in a much higher price. The same happened also in the industrial sector. This 
policy allowed him to have a better control on foreign investments and to receive 
more efficiently the revenues from the economic deals.25 
Under these circumstances the several different businesses and the foreign 
trade were affected as well for the better. Trading activities have always been part of 
Egypt. The new government tried to bring back the glorious status of the Egyptian 
ports as trading stations and improve the image of the country in the eyes of the other 
continents. This goal required the construction of massive land and sea transportation 
and also several changes to the monetary system. The experiment was successful since 
the main city centers of Egypt like Cairo, Alexandria and Port Said flourished and 
became extremely active in commerce. Alexandria especially touched the glorious past 
of ancient times when it became the main center of the Eastern Mediterranean. 
Inevitably Egypt attracted many thousands of foreigners that moved permanently and 
settled down in the country, or visited it frequently for businesses. 
Inevitably many commercial disputes appeared through the years that had to 
be resolved somehow. The involved people were foreigners from neighboring 
countries and also Europeans. The disputes were usually between the so called rayahs, 
native Christians, or between rayahs and Europeans. The last often were the plaintiffs. 
The specials mixed courts that were created consisted of several members of different 
nationalities established in Egypt. For instance in such courts someone could meet 
Turkish merchants, Egyptians, Maghrebis, Greek Levantines or Greek schismatic, 
Armenians and Jews. The procedure of the trials many times followed European 
patterns.26 This is another element proving the presence of foreign communities in 
Egypt already at that time. 
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Maybe one of Ali’s most wise decisions was his positive stance towards an open 
policy of his state. Even though many dignitaries and men of religious and political 
power in Egypt tried to prevent him from opening the gates to new ideas, he 
understood in early stage that the only way to revitalize his country and restore the 
order and development was by abandoning the seclusion and by accepting Western 
practices and cultural influences. Muhamad Ali not only invited foreign scholars and 
educated people in to Egypt, but also he launched a campaign of inducing young 
people to leave the country and study abroad in already well known Universities and 
schools of high reputation, under the guidance of the most educated people of the era. 
He sent firstly some groups of young students to France and Italy to acquire knowledge 
in military affairs. Gradually, Egyptians were dispatched and studied in different 
countries and on diverse academic objects. Politics, medicine, Biology, Agriculture, art 
and archaeology were among others.27 
In 1822 the first state printing press was founded. It was the beginning of the 
Egyptian book publishing that brought the first major journal to the public five years 
later. Although its content was propagandistic aiming to the publicity of the 
government, it became part of an innovative and advanced press. Some worth 
mentioning journals were the official Gazette, Al-waqa’l Al misriyya in 1828 and the 
French Le Moniteur Egyptien in 1832-1833.28 
Through the reforms that took place in Egypt, Muhammad Ali did not seek to 
make Egypt an independent nation state based on Western examples. The term 
nationality was not something that Ali had in mind and he did not care about a specific 
population group in his country. The Wali insisted on the expansion of his authority as 
a governor of a province inside the Ottoman Empire and any thoughts for a 
constitutional system did not cross his mind. Sir John Bowring 1792-1872, member of 
the British parliament, British consul in Canton and governor of Hong Kong, met 
Mehmet Ali in one of his travels to Egypt in 1838. In his paper “Report on Egypt 1823-
1838 under the reign of Muhammad Ali” he quotes precisely his words during their 
discussion.29 “In your country you must have a great many hands to move the machine 
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of state; I move it with my own. I do not always exactly see what is best to be done, 
but when I see it I compel prompt obedience to my wishes and what is seemingly best 
is done”.30 
However, the wishful thinking of Mehmet Ali was the continuation of his 
family΄s rule in Egypt and the establishment of a hereditary dynasty that would 
preserve his name. For this reason, he responded to the Sultan’s call for aid during 
several revolts inside the Ottoman Empire. His involvement in the repression of those 
uprisings was aiming to gain the favor of the Ottomans, who could grant to the Wali 
large areas to incorporate in his own Pasalik namely a semi-autonomous land inside 
the Empire. Nevertheless, the expansion of his power led to the development of an 
ambition to have his own state or perhaps an empire in the Eastern Mediterranean.31  
Thus, he got involved in a series of military conflicts and launched several 
campaigns for that purpose. Between 1811 and 1818 he waged a successful although 
costly war in The Arabian peninsula. Later, on his own initiative, he conquered Sudan 
from 1820 to 1823. In the same year and until 1827 after the Sultan’s demand, he 
participated in the attempt for suppression of the Greek war of Independence as it was 
previously mentioned. Finally, he collided with the Ottomans as well, in two wars in 
Syria. The first took place between 1831 and 1833 and the second from 1839 to 
1840.32  
The balance that had been brought about by the reforms was torn by the wars 
that broke out. Huge human and financial resources that were gathered through 
difficult reforms had been wasted. Furthermore, the expansion of Egypt was not 
acceptable by the Great powers and Muhammad Ali was not congenial to them 
especially to Great Britain. Their reaction to Egypt’s expansion was to instigate the 
Ottoman Empire to begin a war with him in 1839. The superior Egyptian army had the 
upper hand, until the Great powers namely Great Britain, the Russian Empire, the 
Austrian Empire and Prussia decided to support the Ottomans.33 In the agreement of 
London in 1840, the Great powers asserted their interests. Egypt had to abandon all 
the conquered regions except Sudan. In addition, the military forces of the country 
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were limited to some thousands. In the end, Mehmet Ali managed to gain the 
hereditary right to rule. His successors remained in power in Egypt until 1952, more 
than a century later.34 
Two years before the treaty of London, another commercial convention 
affected Egypt. The treaty of Balta Liman in 1838 forced Egypt to abandon its 
monopoly policy in different sectors like industry, agriculture, commerce and foreign 
trade. Inevitably huge amounts of European and specifically British cheap products 
deluged the Egyptian markets, while the country’s goods were sold in very low prices. 
The situations led to gradual dismantle of the national economy and industry. 35 
 The reforms and measures initiated by Mehmet Ali caused unpredictable 
consequences for the future of the Egyptian state and the national as well as political 
consciousness of its population. Modernizing the Army did unwittingly contribute to 
the rise of Egyptian nationalism.36 The Egyptian military forces were consisted of 
thousands of Fellahin, farmers and agricultural laborers. Their common experiences 
during their military service, the capture of high military ranks and their constant 
competition with the Ottoman officers were some situations that triggered 
nationalistic notions for the first time to the Egyptian way of thinking. As it was 
previously stated, the army’s reforms were in combination with a broad educational 
program. However, the important thing was the beginning of the adoption of modern 
and contemporary ideas of secular nature.37 
Maybe the most significant result of Mehmet Ali’s reign was the intensification 
of the European interference in the affairs of the Middle East and more specifically in 
those of Egypt. In June 1841, the Wali announced the new legal status of Egypt. The 
country would remain an Ottoman province, but under the special system of 
governance of Muhammad Ali’s dynasty. This status was preserved until the First 
World War. The ruler of Egypt died in 1849. From then on, Egypt’s entrepreneurship 
fell back in front the European innovations and technical progress. The absence of 
political autonomy was the major problem of the country for the development of 
                                                 
34 Cleveland L. Wlliam and Martin Bunton, ibid, p.74 
35 Guang Pan, Ibid,34   
36 Khaled Fahmy, (2002) All the Pasha’s Men: Mehmet Ali, his Army and the Making of Modern Egypt, 
Cairo-New York,268 
37 Robert Priewasser, Ibid, pp. 10,11 
  -24- 
national industry and economy during the following years. Nevertheless, Ali left to his 
heirs not only all the important legacies of a centralized administration, but also the 
notion and his commitment to a development based on European style reforms.38 
 
THE GREEK COMMUNITY IN 19TH CENTURY EGYPT 
Numerical data and pioneers 
The country of Egypt in the dawn of the 19th century was multiethnic. Several 
reports of travelers at the time, mainly Europeans, provide us with information about 
the various ethnic groups such as the Arabian, the Coptic, the Turkish, the Armenian, 
the Syrian, the Jewish, the Greek and the Frankish. The last was a term used in general 
for all the western Europeans in Egypt. 
 However, there is a great confusion regarding the actual number of people for 
every nationality. The situation is the same for the Greek community. The numbers 
given after the French expedition were far from being accurate and the reports do not 
agree with each other.39 For instance, the Patriarch of Alexandreia Theofilos (1805-
1825) writing in the first years of his service presented an afflictive image of his 
community and its people. He stated that only two hundred families were living in 
Alexandria at the time. This brings us to the conclusion that in the city were living 
around one thousand Greeks souls, assuming that the average family was consisted of 
four people.40 This report is in complete contrast with the one of Felix Mengin, who 
wrote in 1820 that the Greeks in Egypt were 5.000.41 
Some scholars used to include wrongfully in their studies for the Greek 
population numbers, Christian population of Anatolia. Those people were of different 
nationality, but their faith was similar to the Greek doctrine. Furthermore, another 
group that was included was the Greek travelers that used to visit Egypt for their 
businesses and return back to their places by the end of them. Thus, in the beginning 
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of the century studied, the Greeks actually living in Egypt were not more than 2.000 
people in Cairo and more than 3.000 in general. 
 Some of them were descendants of the Greeks living in Egypt before the 
Muslim Conquest. Their speaking language was the Arabian and they were distinct 
among the indigenous, due to their specific morphological characteristics, their white 
skin color and their shaved faces. They were practicing chiefly the professions of 
joiners, retailers and tailors. Another category included those Greeks, who came to 
Egypt since the beginning of the Ottoman rule. Almost all of them were merchants and 
they were mostly originated from the Aegean islands. They used to live in the cities 
namely Cairo, Alexandria, Rosetta and Damietta and in smaller villages at the time like 
Suez. 42 
In the first half of the 19th century the first Greek communities as well as the 
other European population were favored by the Egyptian regime. They did not suffer 
that much the social oppression or discrimination for their religion as it happened in 
other regions of the Ottoman Empire. They were free to dress as they wished and walk 
on the streets without fear of the fanatic Islamists to bother them. The Greek colony of 
the time was consisted apart from the merchants that kept settling in Egypt, from 
Greeks, who were enlisted in the Albanian subsidiary military groups, created at the 
time by the governor. Indeed Muhammad Ali showed a lot of concern for the Greek 
people and honored them for their successful trading activities that had brought to his 
country great profit. 
 The sources inform us for the Greek activities in the commerce and 
shipbuilding. From 1809 to 1811 the Greek workers in Suez produced 28 ships that 
could carry 100-150 tons of cargo. Apart from that, it is a fact that many Greeks used 
to work in the palaces as gardeners, constructors decorators and later on as workers in 
factories, doctors and interpreters in the army.43 
Those first Greeks in 19th century Egypt can be characterized as pioneers of the 
community. Some of them were prominent personalities, who defined in a large 
extent the future of the Greek communities. Taking advantage of their financial 
strength they proceeded to the foundation of public bodies like schools and other 
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institutes and they were established as beneficial factors. Their influence was so 
important that they became the mainstay of the Aigyptiotes44 not only at the time 
discussing, but also for the future generations. There are some worthy of 
remembrance. The brothers Theodoros, Michail and Konstantinos Tositsas, Ioannis 
Anastasis, Dimitrios and Alexandros Kasavetis, Idomeneas Vitoris, Theocharis and 
Ioannis Dimitriou, Athanasios and Stamatios Kazoulis, Stefanos Zizinias, Nikolaos 
Stournaris, among others.45 
It is significant to present details about some of them, in order to show their 
prestige. The Brothers Tositsas from the picturesque village of Metsovo in 
Northwestern Greece, met Muhammad Ali himself in the city of Kavala, where they 
had settled at some point, on account of their commercial activities. A friendship was 
developed between them that evolved in professional collaboration in Egypt the next 
years. Michail Tositsas would become the first consul of Greece in Egypt, an office that 
he kept until 1854, when the diplomatic relations between Greece and Ottoman 
Empire were interrupted due to the Crimean War. The favor that the Egyptian Wali 
showed to him is attributed to the loyalty That Tositsas showed. In addition, his 
mentality, clarity of mind and his fairness were memorable. Such credentials made him 
a trusted consultant of the government.  
Athanasios Kazoulis with origins from island of Rhoades was a trusted man of 
Mehmet Ali and because of that he was given the management of the coin mint in 
Cairo. His aptitude in accounting was his major asset.46 Equally important was Stefanos 
Zizinias from the Island of Chios. He acquired in his jurisdiction a huge land area of 
thousands of square meters. The governor of Egypt returned a favor to him. It was the 
time that France did not support Ali’s plans and declared an embargo on Egypt. They 
also refused to provide him with ships needed for his fleet. Zizinias interfered and 
supplied Mehmet Ali in 1825 with ships that he had ordered himself in France. 
However, the irony of fate was that those ships were used by the Egyptians to build 
the expeditionary force of Ibrahim, son of Mehmet Ali. They were used against the 
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Greek revolutionary army during the Greek War of Independence, in the navy battle of 
Nauarino and in other cases.47  
 
Institutions  
The fast increasing Greek element in Egypt dictated the establishment and 
operation of bodies and public institutions. Their infrastructure was not similar to 
those of the other regions of the Ottoman Empire, such as in Asia Minor and Pontus. It 
followed the patterns of the Greek communities in Western Europe, like those in 
Venice, Trieste, or Vienna. The Greek communities, fraternities and every kind of union 
and association were created in Egypt as a shelter for the people, aiming to the 
service, benefit and support of the total population. It was a result of the initiative 
taken by the People who started emigrating from 1800 onwards. The status of the 
bodies was Greek in the capacity of a legal person of private law, recognized by the 
Greek and Egyptian states. The two states showed interest with some deviance, so 
that grants can be provided by both, preserving the Greek character, and obeying 
either Greek or Egyptian law. 48 
One of the most important institutions was the Patriarchate in Alexandria. The 
Orthodox Church in Alexandria prided itself on having a long tradition starting from the 
ancient times. Its existence goes back to the early days of Christianity. The one that 
established it was St. Mark the Apostle apparently in 43A.D.49 Initiated its program in 
the 16th and more systematically from the 18th century the Patriarchate had founded 
and preserved Greek schools and other public buildings in Cairo and Alexandria. Some 
of the most famous were the St. Savvas monastery and the school and hospital of the 
Graikoi. The Greek Orthodox Patriarchate had undertaken the care and the attention 
of the people before the creation of the communities.50 
 However, in the first half of the 19th century the Orthodox Patriarchate was 
very weak. There are some written documents by theologian historians that describe 
the situation. “The Greek church did not rejoice in a large number of rich adherents, 
owing to the continual persecution and exhausting opposition on the part of the Turks. 
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It could, therefore, neither provide sufficiently for its material needs, nor was make 
against the Latin propaganda and the papal influence, which easily found extension in 
this country. For this reason the Alexandrian Patriarchs mostly remained in 
Constantinople, and could not be persuaded with difficulty to accept the poor throne of 
Alexandria. The Alexandrians often complained to the other patriarchs with regard to 
the decadence of this church owing to its poverty”51 
Nevertheless, the situation improved during the next decades, due to the 
autonomy that Egypt earned from the Ottoman High Porte and the constantly growing 
number of foreign non-Muslim people, including Greeks. The same author writes: 
“Happily during the last few decades of the nineteenth century, the political condition 
of the country improved, and the orthodox Greeks under more propitious 
circumstances have found means to develop…they founded great rich and powerful 
communities there, with well organized philanthropic establishments and schools, 
almost all due to the individual initiative of Orthodox Greeks, who by their admirable 
patriotism and piety helped the church of Alexandria to recover its ancient prestige”.52  
The relations between the Greek communities and especially that of 
Alexandria, with the Patriarchate were turbulent. The main reasons were moral. The 
issue of the election of the Patriarch caused many frictions. The appearance and 
settlement of many Greeks in the new communities gave power to the people to 
decide the result of the religious election.53 Another reason for the rivalry was the 
creation of some mixed communities like a Greek-Albanian in Beni Suef or the Greek-
Syrian in El Mahalla. The Patriarchate aimed at the religious conversion of those 
communities by transfusing the Orthodox doctrine to them. Thus, non-Greek orthodox 
people could become members of the communities. This policy met great resistance 
from the Greek population and its implementation failed. The conflicts between the 
Patriarchate and the communities continued with pauses throughout the whole 
century.54 
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Even though the Patriarchate regained its prestige, its role in the community’s 
affairs was greatly decreased. The Patriarchate played an important role and 
contributed to the debates on the future of the Greeks in Egypt during the interwar 
years. 
Long before the introduction of diplomatic representation of Greece in foreign 
countries, Hellenism in Egypt received the care of the Greek state with the foundation 
in 1833 of the Greek consulate in Alexandria. The responsibility for it was 
commissioned to the merchant dealer Michael Tositsas. Its creation was a result of the 
commercial activities of the Greeks that pursued to support their interests. Its 
jurisdictions expanded to custom issues with the creation of port authority and 
multiplied through the years. 
 The most important of its jurisdictions were firstly the issuing and renewing of 
the passports of the Greek subjects. That meant also the saving in files of names, 
personal data and registrations to the communities. In addition, the consul undertook 
the issue of the approval of a certificate of accommodation and any other certificate 
needed, to the members of the community. Moreover, the translation of any 
significant document in Arabian, among other languages, helped the members of the 
community in their settlement. The consul also provided entry permission into Greek 
territories to foreign subjects and used to deal with issues of inheritance and property 
transfer.  
Thus, several other institutions and positions emerged like the consul court and 
jury. Also the positions of the legal adviser, that of the interpreter, and those of the 
general consul, the consul and the sub consul operated in consulates that were 
created in several communities like in Port Said, Suez, El Mansura, Ismailia, Zagazig, 
Tanta, Cairo and Alexandria.55 
One of the most significant purposes of the Greek diplomatic representation in 
Egypt was the creation of a link between the Greek state and the Greeks in Egypt. 
Underneath, some ideological reasons existed, regarding the general orientation of the 
Greek foreign policy from the middle of the 19th century, until 1922. It was the Greek 
irredentism, which aimed at the expansion of the Greek territory to nearby lands, 
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where the Greek element was dominant or at least very active with a long historical 
presence. Even though Egypt was not among the desired lands, it was important for 
Greece to share the same interests and ideas with the Greeks in Egypt, some of whom 
had great financial strength. Their number also could not be ignored. 56 
 In order to ensure its institutional and substantive coherence, Hellenism in 
Egypt, was gradually established clubs and communities57. Undertaking officially the 
role of the savior of the national consciousness and cultural identity of the Paroikoi,58 
the communities became the major public institute regarding education in Egypt. After 
all, the operation of the Greek community in Cairo began with the target of 
establishing schools. In times of prosperity, the wealthy Greek communities, not only 
did not seek help from the Greek state, but aided Greece in any way it could, for 
example in education. Sometimes, the existence and the activities of the communities 
were depended on the tolerance and on recognition of the Egyptian governments. 59 
Every Greek community was administered according to statutory regulations 
and other special regulations. There was a general assembly consisted of subscribed 
members, which used to elect the community committee, or the board of directors. 
Wherever there was a general consulate, the community followed the rules and 
declared as honored president the consul concerned. The large communities 
designated sub committees from selected administrative members for further 
jurisdictions, like the responsibility for schools, the accouterments of hospitals and 
nursing homes, the maintenance of temples and cemeteries, and the responsibility for 
domains and farm estates.60 
 The organization of the communities especially in Alexandria is characterized 
by an urban character. The social stratification of the Greek community was varied61, 
which justifies the charity activities of the communities to the poorest social strata of 
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the big cities.62  Generally, several clubs, communities and institutions were funded by 
the Greek state; however, their main benefactors were the rich entrepreneurs of the 
Greek community. The sympathy they showed not only for Hellenism in Egypt, but also 
for the people in the motherland proved their faith to the Greek consciousness. 
 Nevertheless, the usual absence of coordinated activity of the institutions 
caused troubles in efficiency and flexibility, when the times demanded it. All the 
institutions without exceptions faced periods of great financial crisis.63 
 
     Table 1. Greek Communities in 19th Century Egypt and Year of Establishment64 
Alexandria 1843 
Cairo 1856 
El Mansoura 1860 
Minya 1862 
Port Said 1865 
Zagazig 1870 
Tanta 1870 
Suez 1871 
Kafr El Sayad 1872 
Shibin El Kom 1876 
Damanhur 1880 
Beni Suef 1889 
Asyut 1892 
Faiyum 1899 
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Table 2.  Greek Population Numbers in the 19th Century Egypt65 
Date Population 
1798-1801 French occupation 3.000 (2000 in Cairo, 1.000 in Alexandria) 
1821 5.000(total) 
1833 10.000(total) 
1850 8.000 (only in Alexandria) 
1871 25.500 (only in Alexandria) 
1878 79.696(total) 
1897 76.208(total) 
 
Summing up the first chapter, the Greek migrants of the modern times created 
their own fate and future in the foreign lands of Egypt. They lived their lives depended 
on the financial capital of the Great colonial powers, they signed treaties with the 
governments of the country, (capitulations, financial conventions and agreements), 
and thus, they became in a way protected. Some of them managed to set companies 
and businesses, while others were active in commercial activities. However, all of 
them, regardless of the status and economic condition, faced difficulties and hurdles 
on their way to prosperity. There were also those who returned back to the homeland 
once the situation was favorable to them. Most of them settled and remained in the 
land of their professions, where their children and grandchildren were born. 
Nevertheless, they never forgot who they were and where they came from.66 
Since the middle of the 19th century onwards, the European involvement in the 
Egyptian inner policy was intensified. Especially Great Britain and France claimed the 
role of the counselor of the successive rulers of Egypt, until Great Britain would occupy 
the country in 1882. Muhammad Ali’s cultural initiatives and reforms have been 
followed by more conservative measures towards the end of his live. 
 His son Ibrahim Pasha, followed the same more conservative policy, however 
he died early in 1848 before his father. Egypt’s rule passed to Abbas Helmy I. He was 
vertically opposed to any foreign involvement and greatly influenced by the Islamic 
tradition. His intention to stop all the reforms of his predecessors led to a conspiracy 
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against him and to his assassination in 1854. Mohamed Sa’id Pasha, his uncle 
succeeded him. He was raised under European influence and he adopted a policy of 
national reconstruction. One of his social reforms was of crucial importance. He 
allowed the native military officers to be promoted to the highest military ranks, 
something that led to the formation of an officers’ core, who would become very 
active in the 20th century. In 1863 Isma’il Pasha became the next Khedive, namely the 
viceroy of Egypt. Under his rule, the Suez Canal67 was opened and a major revolt of the 
army took place, headed by Colonel Ahmed ‘Urabi.68 The last, launched an 
enlightenment campaign against the European interference, which led to the British 
invasion. The military conquest of Egypt was a turning point of the modern History of 
the country.69 
In the next chapter, the dissertation carries on in the examination of the lives 
and activities of the people of the Greek community in Egypt.  There is an analysis of 
the first half of the 20th century, when the community reached its peak in the interwar 
period, and then gradually started to lose ground. The beginning of the Second World 
War will be the final point of the next chapter.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
67 In 1869 the Suez Canal was inaugurated. Members of the European royal families were present to the 
event, like Empress Eugenie, and the prince of Prussia among others. Ismail tried to show to the world 
the capabilities of Egypt, by organising luxurious events, by decorating the streets of the cities and by 
building new palaces in the newly established cities like Port Said and Ismailiyya In addition, an opera 
house was opened in Cairo and the famous musician Giuseppe Verdi undertook the composition of the 
music for an Opera play, based on an ancient Egyptian theme. The name of the play was Aida. The Suez 
Canal was to become a place of major conflicting interests and even war events. See also Afaf Lutfi Al- 
Sayyid Marsot (2007) A History of Egypt, From the Arab Conquest to the Present, Ibid, p.81 
68 The nationalist uprising of Colonel Ahmed ‘Urabi in autumn 1881 was a demonstration against the 
Anglo-French dual for the control of Egypt. The latter had many financial debts owed to the Europeans. 
‘Urabi’s movement  spread the slogan “Egypt for the Egyptians” See also, Steve Morewood (2008) 
“Prelude to the Suez Crisis: The Rise and the Fall of British Dominance over the Suez Canal 1869-1956” In 
Simon C. Smith (ed) Reassessing Suez 1956, New Perspectives on the Crisis and its Aftermath, Aldershot 
,UK,  P.15 
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THE EGYPTIAN GREEKS UNTIL THE LATE INTERWAR YEARS 
The second chapter aims at the major turning points of Egyptian political 
scenery until the Eve of the Second World War. Regarding the Greek community, the 
author emphasizes on its condition and coexistence with the British authorities and 
Egyptian indigenous during the years of the British occupation. Also, he presents the 
intellectual development of Hellenism and its economic activities. 
THE BRITISH OCCUPATION AND THE EGYPTIAN NATIONALISM 
 Among the most significant colonial encounters of the modern era, was that 
between Egypt and Great Britain. The latter proceeded to the military occupation of 
the first in an attempt to keep the very important for its commercial activities Suez 
Canal under control. In addition, Great Britain wanted a stabilized political and 
economic situation in Egypt, in order to transact its own businesses without disturbing 
obstacles. Furthermore, the imminent threat70 of other colonialists like France and 
Russia, urged Great Britain to move first and impose its own law. After all, the colonial 
competition was in absolute acne and the imperial powers were struggling to gain 
ground in this race for superiority. 71  
Nevertheless, the occupation of Egypt did not bring any major change to its 
legal status. Formally, the country was still part of the Ottoman Empire, but without 
any substantial dependency on the High Porte. A British general consul and diplomatic 
representative was in fact the man in charge.72 The most influential of the British 
commanders, was Evelyn Baring, later lord Cromer (1883-1907), who had a lot of 
experience being the governor of India for many years. His behavior and his ideas can 
be characterized as such of a typical British official of the late Victorian era. Cromer 
had the opinion that the Orientals could only thrive under the close guidance of the 
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also, Steve Morewood(2008) “Prelude to the Suez Crisis: The Rise and the Fall of British Dominance over 
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Western countries and through the influence of their far superior civilization. The 
advanced Great Britain could play this custodian role. For that reason, lord Cromer 
condemned every Egyptian request for freedom and independence. For Cromer and 
the British in general, their presence in Egypt was considered a necessity for many 
years. 
 In order to preserve the domestic tranquility, and avoid social and political 
unrest Cromer supported strongly, Mohamed Tewfik Pasha (1879-1892), the Khedive 
of Egypt at the time. However, the latter died early and during the days of his 
successor Abbas II Helmy Bey (1892-1914), the political situation in Egypt became 
extremely tensed. Abbas II was a nationalist and he showed a hostile attitude towards 
the conquerors of his country. By funding the publication of anti–British newspapers 
such as Kamil’s al Liwa, he began the transmission of nationalistic notions to his 
subordinates. The Dinshaway73 incident in 1906, in combination with the international 
financial crisis between 1907 and 1911, which caused a huge drop in cotton prices and 
extreme hardship in the outdoor, ignited the flame of negative anti-colonial and 
specifically anti-British feelings to the natives of Egypt.74  
Dinshaway incident triggered the formation of a bond between the Fellahin and 
the urban nationalists in Egypt. It showed both the imperialistic and colonialist 
character of Great Britain. The violent British reaction towards the villagers of the 
country strengthened the Egyptian will to overthrow the British sovereignty. Lord 
Cromer left his position some months later in 1907. His two successors Sir Eldon Gorst 
(1907-1911) and Kitchener (1911-1914) made an attempt to improve their relations 
with the Egyptian leader and the Egyptian people. On the one hand, Gorst increased 
the available for the native population administrative posts and on the other hand 
Kitchener undertook the continuation of the stalled public works program and enacted 
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were ideal for a larger move. 
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friendly to the small landowners laws. The “Five Feddan Law” (1912), declared that the 
seizure of properties of five feddans (1 feddan was equal to 1.04 acres) or less was 
illegal. In this way the farmers were relieved from some debts.   Nevertheless, none of 
the next governors managed to control or decrease the native odium towards the 
British presence, which started to transform into a massive nationalistic movement.75 
  Egyptian nationalism emerged as an attempt to limit or end the British 
occupation. Its content was more Egyptian and less Arabian, muslin or Ottoman. The 
beginning was made since the first days of the British interference in Egypt in 1882, but 
the nationalistic ideas were still immature. The Egyptian resistance towards the 
colonial power of Britain evolved and acquired political power only in the first years of 
the 20th century. From then on, it operated as the initial point of several notions, 
regarding the organization of the society. However, it was not a single and united 
force. There was a distinction between those who supported the British withdrawal 
and those who were greatly influenced by the Islamic modernization and believed that 
the British could help in the necessary social and spiritual development of Egypt.76  
 The opposition to the British dominance was developed in active political 
parties, which emerged almost simultaneously in the year of 1907. They were 
composed of activists and other scholars, who represented many different social 
perspectives, but all of them shared the common interest and concern about their 
country’s independent future. The majority of them were activists and thinkers 
belonging to the elite of the Egyptian society. The “Constitutional Reform Party” and 
his leader Shaykh Ali Yusuf (1863-1913) believed in the independence of Egypt and its 
development through an Islamic framework. The “People’s Party” was another major 
political group with very different beliefs. Under the leadership of Lutfi al Sayyid (1872-
1963) a graduate of law school in Cairo, the People’s Party supported a secular 
liberalism. In addition, Its leaders tried to attract the people by praising them and by 
stressing the importance of self-governance. The third political party was the “National 
Party” with Mustafa Kamil at the head.77 
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 The Islamic modernization and the nationalism of the people in the Middle East 
were developed after the initiatives taken by an educated urban minority of people, 
who represented a new form of relation with the state and the outside world. The 
nationalistic movements of the next decades in Egypt were a result of new voices that 
expressed unprecedented thoughts and feelings. However, it is important to make 
clear that the Islamic modernization could not affect deeply the Islamic tradition, 
which remained unchanged and unspoiled in time.78  
 The British occupation of Egypt and the British influence in the politics of the 
country since the 19th century, created the need for the Greek community to build its 
relations with the colonialists. The European domination in Egypt had created a new, 
very different situation not only in the country’s economy, but also in the Greek 
community. The old Greek enterprises suffered a sudden decline, and new business 
activities emerged. The protagonists were inevitably changed as well. New names of 
Greek Bankers, insurance agents, industrialists and artisans appeared in the scene, 
favored by the new circumstances and the participation of the Great Britain in the 
governance of Egypt.  
The Greek economic factor that already existed in Egypt, was considered a 
dangerous competitor and a possible threat for the British interests. For this reason, 
British supported Greeks, who not only possessed economic power, but also had the 
same or similar interests with Great Britain and they were positive to collaboration. 
Thus, the old commercial houses of famous Greeks like Tositsa, Stournari, Zizinia, 
Zervoudaki, Averof, and even the rich family of the poet Konstantinos Kavafis, were 
undermined. Some of the most well known families that evolved in the 20th century 
into colossus in businesses were the Choremi, Benaki, Salvagou, and Tsanakli houses.79  
These changes in the social structure of the Greek community are depicted in a 
brilliant way by the Greek author Stratis Tsirkas (1911-1980) from Alexandria, in his 
books and papers. He collected relevant data and he concluded that the British 
occupation played a very important role in the social structure.80 The disintegration to 
Egypt’s economy due to the invasion, the large inflow of British capital and the new 
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rules of the British government caused a rivalry inside the Greek community. Tsirkas 
refers to the ‘first class Greeks’, namely those who had migrated to Egypt up to 1863. 
They were the representatives of the Greek commercial and banking capital. The other 
group called ‘second class Greeks’ were the entrepreneurs, who had settled in Egypt 
some years before the British occupation and to the late 1880s. The latter were more 
connected to the British businesses about banking and commerce. Apart from the 
economic rivalry the two sides expressed political differences as well. The ‘first class 
Greeks’ supported the traditional party of Deliyannis in Greece, while the ‘second class 
Greeks’ declared their backing to the anglophile political party of Charilaos Trikoupis. 
Nevertheless, researchers can not draw many conclusions from Tsirkas work, due to 
the fact that he depended mainly to the study of the Greek poet Kavafis. This is 
something that Tsirkas himself mentions about his studies. However, it is a fact that 
those who emerged finally as wealthy and powerful residents of the Greek community 
were the ‘second class Greeks’.81 
The relationship between the Greek community in Egypt and the British is a 
sensitive and controversial topic. Many historians have characterized it as 
understudied and dark without much evidence. However, there are two different 
interpretations about this relation, expressed by historians of different political and 
social beliefs. The first, developed by both neo-Marxist and Egyptian/Arab nationalist 
historians, support the opinion that the eminent Greeks of Egypt became compradors 
of the British and acted as their agents, helping the imperialism to be established. They 
used to take cover behind the shield of the capitulations and were not part of the 
Egyptian society.  A second interpretation was advanced by supporters of 
modernization and/or Greek ethnocentric historians. Those claim that the Greek 
community earned much from the British occupation, but it was mainly preoccupied 
with its own interests, such as their participation in the development of their 
motherland, Greece.82 Both opinions are respected and probably hide some truth. 
After all, it wouldn’t be wise to deny that the protection of the British towards the 
foreign communities including the Greek, as long as the many privileges that the latter 
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were enjoying, should have made the native Egyptian supporters of independence and 
nationalist activists extremely anxious about the presence of foreigners  in their 
country. Researchers should not regard xenophobia as another reason for this 
concern, which was a result of the foreign economic dominance and exploitation, and 
also a result of the hostile attitude on Egypt’s national movement.83 
The Greeks of the Diaspora in Egypt for a long period of time were actively 
involved in the social, political and cultural development of the Hellenic state, and 
defined to a great extent its ideology. Moreover, the huge influence of the Greek 
financial capital of the marine industry as well as the legal dependence from the 
kingdom of Greece connected the Greek community in Egypt with the ideology of the 
Greek state. However, Greeks in Egypt were living outside the cloze economic, 
territorial and ideological context of the motherland. Thus, it was not always possible 
for them to be attached to Greece. Also, sometimes their involvement to the Egyptian 
politics, turned against the engaging in the issues of the country of origin.84 
The British occupation continued during the years of the First World War. In 
1914 Great Britain entered the Great War against the central powers Germany and 
Austria Hungary. The Ottoman cabinet at first was hesitant about the participation in 
the war. Most of the CUP (Committee of Union and Progress) leaders supported a 
neutral stance, while others saw the Great War as an opportunity for the Empire to 
strike its main opponent, Russia. Finally, under the influence of Enver Pasha, the 
Ottomans joined the Central powers.85 Great Britain reacted immediately by taking 
advantage of the Ottoman Empire’s alliance with the Central Powers and declared 
Egypt as its protectorate. As a result, the typical sovereignty of the Ottomans over 
Egypt was over once and for all. When the Great War ended the Ottoman Empire 
dismantled and its Arab provinces were occupied by France and Great Britain.86  The 
Greek community immediately declared its approval on the British action to turn Egypt 
to a protectorate and this proved once more the community’s anglophile sentiments. 
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At the time, this turn of events seemed to be the only alternative for Britain and the 
Greek community could only acquire benefit, from Egypt’s disentanglement from the 
Ottoman Empire. However, tensions inside Egypt were not going to finish soon.87 
In the immediate aftermath of World War I, Great Britain attempted to stabilize 
the turbulent situation in Egypt and control the indignant Egyptians. The native people 
had been facing severe hardships between the years 1914 and 1918. During the war 
Egypt was the launching point of the British campaigns to Gallipoli and Syria. Inevitably 
all the material and human resources of the country were used by the British to cover 
the needs of the global military conflict. In 1918 a delegation or Wafd, was formed by 
prominent Egyptians in order to negotiate the independence of Egypt. The aim was to 
get permission to participate in the Paris peace conference. Nevertheless, the British 
denied that claim. Under Sa’d Zaghlul the Wadf Party was established and began a 
campaign of promoting independence and rousing the native Egyptian people. 
 The British responded by arresting the leader and other significant members of 
the Party and send them into exile to Malta in 1919. This act unleashed the fury of the 
oppressed Egyptian people, who initiated demonstrations and riots in many parts of 
the country. Those turbulent events are known worldwide as the 1919 Egyptian 
Revolution. Even though British used violent methods to terminate the movement, 
they did not succeed. By the end of the year hundreds of citizens had perished in the 
collisions with the armed British forces. In the end, Zaghlul was liberated and 
participated in the Paris peace conference without much success. The negotiations 
lasted two long and full of tension years in Egypt, due to the fact that the Egyptian 
representatives demanded full independence, while the British wanted to include in 
the agreement their own  conditions.88  
The national manifestations in the years 1919-1922 could be seen as 
spontaneous reactions of the Egyptian population. Neither the malcontents, nor their 
national leaders had previously developed any serious opinion on the future of the non 
Egyptian communities, or about the system of Capitulations. Even though the British 
presence was the main target of the demonstrations, the foreigners did suffer the 
anger and the indignation of the people, especially on their properties. Specifically The 
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Greek community was severely affected in some cases. The attack the Greeks suffered, 
had caused loses in lives and fortunes. Foreign people overstated sometimes the 
events thinking that they were the main target and as a result, the political causes 
were not taken that much into consideration. Generally from 1919 the Greek 
community suffered outspread looting in many cities and towns, near the Delta of the 
river Nile and in Upper Egypt. Communities in Menuf, Damanhur, Zagazig, Benha, 
Wasta, Fayoum, Cairo and Tanta among others experienced the 1919 revolution.89 
The Consul-General Antonios Sachtouris commented on the events: “If the 
Greek element suffered and is suffering damages during this uprising, it is not because 
they have come out against the natives, but because the movement has taken on a 
character of religious fanaticism and also because the natives are only too well aware 
of our devotion to England.”90 
On the other side the Egyptian notables, who had to speak about the events 
and justify the situation were in difficult position to prove that the looting and the 
attacks to foreign communities were accidental. The Consul-General Sachtouris 
describes in a text in his memoirs a meeting between an Egyptian delegation and the 
Greek representatives of the consulate on 30 March 1919. On that day, a gathering of 
Greek people asking for protection took place outside the consulate in Cairo. Soon 
after Egyptian representatives of the army, religion and law arrived and expressed 
their respect and appreciation towards the Greek population. Also, they pronounced 
an emotional speech in which they expressed their deep sadness and sorrow for the 
Greek victims of the riots. As Sachtouris recalls, he was emotional after that and 
reminded to the crowd the Greek revolution against the Ottoman Turks. The Hellenic 
national movement was full of events like those in Egypt and the main target was 
freedom just like in Egypt almost a century later.91 In addition, the Greek consul 
declared his support to the national struggle of the Egyptians and he reminded his 
compatriots about their own sacrifices. “If this Greek blood, which has been spilt, will 
irrigate the tree of Egyptian freedom, we Greeks think it was worth it.”92  
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From their side the Egyptians began to praise the Greek presence in Egypt, the 
Hellenic classical civilization and the once existed close connection between the Greek 
and the Egyptians in ancient times: “You Greeks are agents of progress here and you 
have taught us about commerce, other trades and industry. The Greek grocer and café 
owner is an agent of civilization for the fellah all over Egypt and Sudan”93 Nevertheless, 
this particular event of reconciliation could not put a stop neither to the Egyptian 
revolution, nor to the threats against the Greek community, which would suffer more 
tragic events in the near future. 
When the uprisings of 1919 were abated, the Greek community was trying to 
interpret the events and its causes. Three views were developed. They were 
considered to be either anti-Christian revolt, or anti-British, or nationalist. Whatever 
the causes were, the Greek community was still in very much anxiety and fear 
regarding its safety. The situation worsened in May 1921, when more riots broke out in 
Alexandria.94 It was then clear that the protectors of the foreign communities, the 
British, would not or could not provide safety and help to the Hellenic community. The 
severe riots led to the death and injury of several Greeks. It was inevitable for the 
Greeks to be involved into the revolutionary demonstrations, since their number 
percentage of population in Alexandria was very high at the time. One out of five 
residents of the city was Greek. This means around 20 per cent of the total population 
of the city was Greek and they constituted one third of the total Greek number in the 
whole country.95  
Notwithstanding that the Egyptian demonstrations and uprisings took place in 
the poorer districts of the city, the Greeks of the middle and upper class was also 
alarmed. The Greek daily newspaper Tachidromos, publiced in Alexandria wrote: 
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“Anarchy and fear in Alexandria- Many victims massacred.” 96Another article in the 
same newspaper depicted the insecurity and the deeply rooted anxiety in the 
consciousness of the Greek community.  “This is no longer a question of victims of the 
sudden eruption of a mob, to be forgotten in time like the victims of a natural disaster. 
Nor it is a question of material damage to be restored by compensation. It is rather a 
question of the continuing presence of the European population of this country, which 
has been exposed to the wild passions and the rapacious instincts of a native mob, 
ready to rise up at the prompting of any chance demagogue or at the first from those 
in power. Yesterday we lost something more valuable than the blood of our fellow-
Greeks and the property of our ruined merchants. We lost all faith in the nominal and 
in the veritable (British) authorities and in the assurances of hospitality given to us by 
the politicians and notables.  
The government did not have the power, even if it had the will, to protect us. 
The power which protects this country stood by and allowed the government to admit 
its inability to maintain order so that it could intervene to protect the very interests it 
claimed to be protecting when it occupied Egypt in the first place.97 
By the next year, 1922, the Greeks of Egypt were developing a broader 
interpretation about the character and the features of the nationalistic rebellion. They 
did not trust the British protection like in the previous years, because it was proved 
futile in many cases. Also, the leaders of the Egyptian movement had not made clear 
their intentions regarding the foreign communities, and last but not least, the British 
were planning to use them as their diplomatic tool to establish their different kind of 
control over Egypt after the abolition of the protectorate. For the Greek community it 
was an embarrassing situation being involved between the Egyptian nationalistic 
aspirations and the British imperial interests. For a long period the Greeks were not 
able to adjust completely into this unstable, turbulent and sometimes hostile to them 
sociopolitical reality.98 
The abolition of the protectorate, a system that was applied in Egypt from 
1914, was followed by an unpredicted British move, which although initially looked 
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positive for Egypt, proved to serve in multiple ways the British expediency and 
convenience. On 21/2/1922 with a unilateral proclamation Great Britain acknowledged 
Egypt as an independent state.99 Nevertheless, the term independence was 
undermined by the British. Some points of the declaration were responsible for that. 
Great Britain was to maintain its armies in Egypt to protect critical points for the 
Empire’s communications and the country itself from foreign invasion. In addition, the 
capitulations were not cancelled and the foreign minorities could still find cover under 
this umbrella, with their interests secured. The issue of Sudan and its future status was 
also in British hands. The British diplomacy had managed to impose its own version of 
Independence in Egypt, against the demands of the very popular Wafd Party. The stage 
had been set for the political and social conflicts of the interwar period in Egypt.100  
The British authority in the “independent” Egypt was practiced via British 
administrators working as advisors to the Egyptian government and by maintaining the 
military forces and the police in the country. During the interwar period, two years 
after the British declaration, in 1924, the nationalists won the majority in the 
parliament and made a failed attempt to acquire full independence for their country. 
The British governments in the decades of 1920 and 1930 continued their imperialistic 
policy and were not willing to abandon their control over Egypt. Especially in the 
middle of the 1930s, the strategic concerns of Great Britain in the area were greatly 
increased. In general that was a time of major breakthroughs and changes in political 
and economic level, not only in the country of Britain, but also in the rest of the 
European continent and Africa. For example the growing Italian imperialistic ambitions 
and the invasion of Italy in North Africa, triggered the British to maintain their 
influence in Egypt. 
The next significant turning point during the British occupation of Egypt was a 
treaty signed by both countries, which also had an impact in their interstate relations. 
It was the 1936 Anglo-Egyptian treaty. After this agreement the British influence in 
Egypt was limited to a military presence for the protection of the important for the 
Great Britain parts of Egypt.101 
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At that time, Great Britain expressed a big concern about Italy’s expansion 
activities in Africa. In 1936 the well known Italian fascist dictator Benito Mussolini, 
proceeded to the annexation of Abyssinia and began a very effective propaganda 
campaign in Egypt. On her behalf, the government in London in an effort to fight back 
and support its position in Egypt made a conciliatory agreement with its leaders. The 
main goal was to put an end to the unsuccessful, pending and many times disastrous 
for the Egyptian society negotiations, regarding the four points of the 1922 British 
declaration. Finally Great Britain recognized an Egyptian collaboration government and 
applied some new conditions. First of all, the British military presence was restricted to 
10.400 soldiers, (10.000 officers and soldiers, and 400 air force pilots), around the area 
of the Suez Canal, where a military base was established. The rest of the country was 
evacuated.102 However, the British still held the right to interfere in case of 
international crises and war threat in Egypt. What is more, Great Britain undertook the 
responsibility to provide with material supplies the Egyptian army, which upper 
hierarchy opened for officers of the middle and lower social strata. The new officers 
were trained by the British in many cases. Among those who entered the military 
academy at that period was also Gamal Abdel Nasser, a very significant personage that 
is going to attract the attention in the next chapter. 
Furthermore, in its concessions Great Britain was committed to supporting 
Egypt’s integration into the League of Nations, something that also allowed the 
country to develop its diplomacy with the foreign states around the world. In 
accordance with article 12 of the 1936 treaty, the protection of the foreign 
communities would have to pass into the jurisdiction of the Egyptian authorities. 
Moreover, the article 13 was referring to the abrogation of the capitulations, because 
the political and economic situation of Egypt, as it was developed after 1922, could no 
longer keep up with them.103 It was the beginning of the discussions regarding the 
abolition of the capitulations in Egypt. In fact, Egypt was the last among a number of 
countries, where the system of capitulations was still in place. Since 1922 and after the 
establishment of the French and British mandate in Turkey with the treaty of Lausanne 
in 1923, the European citizens have ceased to enjoy most of the privileges that 
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benefited them in the past. The new conditions were applied in several countries of 
the Middle East, for instance in Syria, Libanon, Iraq and Palestine just to name a few.104  
To sum up this sub-chapter, the British interference in Egypt was an effort for 
imperialistic expansion and securing strategic and economic interests in the country. 
Regarding the strategic position of Egypt, it was in safe hands behind the shield of the 
British army, while the economy was also protected by the activities of European and 
foreign merchants and entrepreneurs. However, the British oppressing presence 
triggered the development of the Egyptian nationalism that was expressed in several 
ways, sometimes via political groups and debates and others through people’s 
demonstrations. In general, the foreign communities including the Greek were in 
stable and cooperation relationship with the British authorities. Nevertheless, several 
times the good relations were proved of vulnerable character, and the foreigners lost 
their trust to the government mainly in periods of national and social crisis.105 
 
INTELLECTUAL ACNE AND EDUCATION  
Someone would have assumed that the Egyptian demonstrations against the 
British would have caused a great deal of turmoil and worries to the Greek community, 
regarding the future and the stay in the country. However, the really unfavorable 
sometimes conditions did not prevent the Greeks from opening their horizons into the 
fields of intellectual development and education. It was another sector that they 
succeeded, leaving as legacy masterpieces in literature, poetry and sciences. 
Usually the historical research, based on authentic documents, shows that 
Hellenism’s in Egypt reached its peak in the years between 1880 and 1920. The 
prosperity and acne in people’s lives was high at that time. Also, the economic heyday 
was widespread in the circles of entrepreneurs during this period. The words of 
Athanasios Politis, a law scholar and historian, who wrote and published two multi-
page volumes about the Greeks in modern Egypt in the years 1928 and 1930, are 
worth mentioning: “Although the population of the Greeks in Egypt was fast growing, 
the Greek communities in this country, receiving almost no help from the Greek state, 
managed to respond on the demands of the people in every sector, relying in most 
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cases on their own strength.”106 The same author stresses in another text of his: 
“Thanks to the contribution of eminent Greek people in Egypt, the communities were 
able to maintain high level institutions, open to the public, aiming at the serving of 
people’s needs. For instance in the Greek community of Alexandria, all of its residents 
benefited from the institutions, but a few are those who really support financially the 
budget of the community. As a result the rich Greeks, not only contributed and had the 
management of the community, but also directed it. Without doubt, the community 
was a democratic institution that worked for the better of the public.107 
The Greeks in Egypt adopted a humanitarian attitude. Their specific 
characteristics were the preservation of their religion and language, love for the 
motherland, respect for the family, and solidarity towards mankind. They had always 
their mind set on their roots, and Greece became several times their inspiration and 
guide, not only in times of difficulty, but also when they were prosperous. As a result, 
the favorable conditions allowed them to create masterpieces, a result of intellectual 
and economic development.108   
The beginning of the Greek education in modern times Egypt can be traced 
back in the 16th century. At that time, the Patriarchate undertook the initiative to 
spread the knowledge and culture to the small port settlements with the few Greek 
residents. After all, were no organized communities and church was one of the few 
sources of knowledge.109 
 The following stats show a brief reference to the extent of education and 
solidarity progress in the Greek community during the first decades of the 20th century. 
In 1930, the Greeks had established fully organized communities in 30 cities and towns 
in the country of Egypt.110 The public schools were 42, having around 9.500 students. 
There were another 12 schools operating under the guidance of different associations 
and unions with 900 students, 3 night schools with 1150 students, and another 25 
private schools with 3000 pupils. Thus, the total number of children enjoying access to 
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education and knowledge was around 14.500. Regarding the religious temples, which 
were also a source of knowledge, 41 were built and operated independently or under 
the guidance patriarchate.111 
The First World War and its dramatic consequences, urged the community’s 
unions and brotherhoods to undertake humanitarian action in the Greek communities. 
Indicatively, in Alexandria one benevolence institution named Filoptochos Company 
was able to grant the monthly income of 350 families.112 In addition, during the decade 
of 1920 the Greek hospital in Alexandria provided free of charge health care to 1.500 
people per year. Whatever financial deficit appeared in the institutions could be 
covered by different kind of donations that were taking place every year.113  
The establishment of schools and educational institutes in the Greek 
communities of Egypt was a result of the inability of the country’s educational system 
to satisfy the needs of the growing Greek population. Thus, schooling became a 
priority for the Greeks especially in the late 19th and 20th century. The organized 
groups and councils of the communities were responsible for the operation of schools. 
In 1955 they controlled over half of them in whole Egypt, 57 out of 83 Greek schools. 
Furthermore, the school services of the communities handled the management and 
the content of education and also the teaching program.  
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        Table 3. Greek Schools in every consular district, 1955114 
Consular district Primary  
Education 
Secondary 
education 
Total number 
Cairo 11 9 20 
Alexandria 18 12 30 
Port Said 5 2 7 
Suez 4 1 5 
Minya 6 - 6 
Tanta 5 1 6 
Zagazig 4 1 5 
Mansoura 2 2 4 
Total 55 28 83 
 
 
The funding provided by the wealthy families of the communities played also a 
crucial role in the building of facilities, making available the material for infrastructure, 
especially in big urban centers such as Cairo. The newly established schools in the 20th 
century were considered far superior than those operating in Greece and to other 
regions of the Greek Diaspora. The buildings were carrying the name of people 
belonging to the bourgeois for example: The Averofeio Gymnasium, Zervoudakios 
School, Tositsas and Salvagos schools. Even though there were tuition fees to study in 
such institutions, students unable to pay were excluded. For instance, in 1951, in the 
schools of Alexandria, only 57 students used to pay the full amount of money for the 
tuition fees, less than 5% of the total number. The attention and priority given to 
education is proved by the relatively low percentage of illiterate people. In 1927, 
18.5% of the population did not have access to education. At the same period of time 
the percentage in Greece had reached 41.6%.115 
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The educational institutions managed to acquire such dynamic because of the 
freedom and privileges they were enjoying from the Egyptian state. The Egyptians did 
not interfere neither to the operation of schools, nor to the curriculum or any other 
topic regarding the education for foreigners. Even in the transitional period from 1937 
to 1949, when the capitulations were abolished, the Greek schools preserved their 
autonomy. Any intervention about education affairs in the community was restricted 
to the curriculum in the 1950s, when the situation was becoming harder and harder 
for the Greeks in Egypt. Specifically the controversial topic of the teaching of the 
Arabian language triggered the state’s involvement into the operation of schools. 
The education in the Greek schools had two important targets. The first one 
was the maintenance of the Greek national identity, and thus the ideology of the 
Greek people. Secondly, education aimed at the personal development of the 
students. Having obtained all the necessary qualifications they could respond to all the 
requirements of society and especially to the difficult task of responding to a 
profession and build their future in a country that actually considered them foreigners. 
The teaching of the Greek language, literature and history, as well as the exaltation of 
the Greek civilization, was of primary importance for the educational process.  There 
were times when important scholars disputed openly this policy of the communities, 
and disagreed on the teaching language. The so called “language issue”, evolved into a 
conflict between the intellectuals. The argument was about which of the two dialects 
of the Greek language, the common or “katharevousa” is more preferable and better 
to be used in education. The issue affected also the communities in Egypt. In several 
cities of Egypt the common Greek language was dominant and much preferable than 
the “katharevousa”, which was a mixture of the ancient and the modern common 
Greek language.116 
The majority of the Greek schools in Egypt were stuffed from 1880 to the 
Second World War, with instructors, teachers and professors, coming from Greece, 
Asia Minor, Eastern Thrace, and Cyprus.  Many of them had an impact and left their 
mark in the communities with their hard work. They were distinct not only for their 
excellence and commitment in scientific level, but also for their attitude and ethos. A 
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fine example of a really bright person in education of the Greek Diaspora is the 
philologist Evangelos Papanoutsos, who worked at the Averofeio Gymnasium, a school 
that is going to attract the essay’s attention later on. Papanoutsos embraced the 
historical and philological courses and tried to boost the professional consciousness of 
the teaching stuff and his colleagues. His rich writing work is a very considerable part 
of the Greek philological legacy. Other important figures of the time were Georgios 
Athanasiadis and Grigorios Petrondas. All of them envisaged a proper educational 
system, which would cover every institute from a primary school to higher education. 
They will be remembered for their progressive thinking and innovative teaching 
style.117 
The curriculum in the community’s schools and institutes was almost the same 
with the schools of Greece. The teaching of foreign languages was mandatory. French 
and English were considered very important part of education and later on for people’s 
careers. After all, the French language was the Lingua Franca of merchants and 
diplomatic representatives, until the years of World War Two. However, the Greek 
schools had not adopted the teaching of the Arabic language and Egyptian geography, 
until 1926. In addition, the modern Egyptian history was incorporated into the 
curriculum only in 1946.118  
 These facts lead modern researchers to the conclusion that the connection 
with Egypt the people and the culture was relatively poor, and the Greek communities 
were not that positive to contact with the indigenous. In the decades of 1950 and 
1960, the loose bonds with the Egyptians brought many difficulties to the Greeks; 
nevertheless, this is something that the author will analyze in the next chapter. 
 
Cultural Centers and scholars 
In this part of the Thesis it would be interesting to present some details about 
two major educational institutes of the Greek community in Alexandria. Also, the 
author is presenting briefly the publishing activities of the Greeks in Egypt and makes a 
special reference to one of the most important Greek poets, who stigmatized the 
Greek community of Egypt. 
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One of the most prominent schools of Egypt was the Averoff High school. Its 
story is directly connected to the Greek community of Alexandria. Since its foundation, 
the Greek people always showed respect and appreciation to knowledge in every topic 
and scientific field. The first reference to secondary education in Alexandria dates to 
the end of the year 1872, when president was Theodoros Rallis. However, the 
operation was not continuous and the school had not been recognized by the Greek 
state. Things changed when Georgios Averoff became president of the community. In 
1890 he took the initiative to send an application to the Greek ministry of education, 
regarding recognition from the Greek state. It was successful and to owner him the 
eminent members of the community decided to give his name to the school, which 
was part of a broader network of schools in Alexandria, called “Tositsas School”. The 
Averoff High school followed the suggested from Greek state curriculum, with only few 
differentiations according to the needs of Greeks in Egypt and the demands of the 
Western powers that controlled politically and military Egypt. After all, the 
cosmopolitan at the time city of Alexandria was unique and its population as well.119 
In Averoff High school special attention was paid to all sciences and courses. 
For instance, the course of history was considered one of the most useful because of 
its contribution to the understanding of the contemporary reality. The author agrees 
and believes that nowadays, this opinion should be taken more seriously into 
consideration.  
The important scholar Evangelos Papanoutsos, already mentioned above, spent 
years of his career in Alexandria. Among other activities he improved the history 
books, supporting the simple and understandable teaching language. In addition, the 
art of calligraphy was a mandatory course in the schools, and the well-written papers 
and articles were very much appreciated. In Averoff High school, physics, chemistry 
and Geography were not neglected. On the contrary, there were fully equipped 
laboratories were the students could develop their skills and make experiments. The 
equipment usually was made in Britain and France.120 
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Among the varied clubs of intellectuals in Alexandria, the “Alexandria library” 
“Aleksandrini Vivliothiki” became a symbol of education. It was established in 1908. 
The purpose of its creation was to owner the ancient library of Alexandria, when it 
reached its peak in luxury and magnificence in the years of Ptolemy, the general of 
Alexander the Great. A real modern library was an idea of the executive of a sports 
club called Antonios Kokkinos. He proposed the foundation of a library for the 
members of the club. During the next years it was enriched and got bigger in size 
reaching 500 volumes, mainly from donations of residents of the community. During 
the First World War, the library reached a low point with no funds and resources 
available due to restricted budget. The operation of it became almost impossible. 
However, it survived and evolved into a very active club. In the interwar period it 
operated as a public house and undertook the publication of the journal “Faros”. The 
impact and utility of the library is undisputed, and it will be remembered not only 
because many other clubs evolved through it, but also because of the opportunity that 
offered to thousands of people of different nationalities, to have access to the amazing 
world of intellectual knowledge. 121 
It was previously mentioned that some clubs operated as public houses. In 
general, the existence and publication of newspapers and magazines was not 
something uncommon. In every big and smaller city there was a variety of publications, 
referred to various socioeconomic topics, such as athletic events, social unrest and 
financial condition. The majority of these could be regarded as key factors in the 
reproduction of ethnic identity in the Greek community. It was a very important task, 
because it came in contrast to a large flow of European-language material.122 In a 
relatively small Greek society in Egypt, the large number of publications is really 
impressive. Since the mid 1920s, well known scientific books, written by important 
scholars, were reproduced thousands of times and hundreds or thousands of copies 
were sold. The situation continued even in the 1960s, when the community had 
abolished the prestige of the first decades of the century. In 1962, 12.000 people were 
reading the daily newspaper Tachidromos and 17.000 the Sunday’s leaflet.123  
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Table 4. Newspapers, Magazines and Journals published and printed in Egypt.124 
                      Newspapers                       Magazines-Journals 
Elpis                                     1873-1902 Aigyptiakos Astir                1886-1888 
Metarrythmisis                    1885-1897 Faros                                  1920-1927 
Syndesmos                           1904-1930 Ellin                                    1942-1946 
Epoptis                                 1896-1898 Kalos Poimin                      1940-1942 
Chronos                                1899-1916 Kosmos                               1896-1914 
Fos                                        1897-1997 Ellinion                               1903-1904 
Icho                                      1903-1905 Ereuna                                1927-1940 
Byzantion                             1906-1914 Panorama                           1928-1944 
Clio                                       1916-1936 Ellinismos                            1939-1942 
Cairon                                   1873-1895 Giatros                                1930-1939 
   Omonia                                      --- Nea Zoi                                1904-1916 
Tachidromos                         1880-1895 Serapion                              1909-1910 
Agon                                      1921-1923 Grammata                           1911-1918 
Anatoli                                   1932-1960 Foinikas                                1915-1918 
Nea Genea                             1909-1912 Propylaia                              1916-1918 
Palaistine                               1919-1937 Argo                                      1923-1927 
Kirix                                        1936-1947 Alexandrini Texni                  1926-1930 
Paroikos                                  1953-1961 Orfeas                                   1910-1912 
La Phare Egyptien                  1873-1962 Panaigyptia                           1926-1938 
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 The role of the newspapers and printed leaflets in general, was not limited to 
an informative character. It was a good way for the educated people of the community 
to develop their critical thinking and the commentary on the intellectual works of the 
time. For example, regarding the previously mentioned books of Athanasios Politis 
about Hellenism n Modern Egypt, the newspaper Omonoia wrote:  “It wouldn’t be 
enough to characterize the work of Politis as great philological achievement. It is for 
sure the largest and greatest in the Greek community”125 Another leaflet of the 
newspaper Kosmos said: “This work is without doubt interesting and innovative. Until 
now no other book has presented so many details about Egypt and Hellenism.”126 In 
the same year the newspaper Clio, published the book review of K.P. Kavafis: Politis 
has concentrated, ranked and presented in detail so much information. The reading of 
the book showed me that he is a great historian, who works the right way. He has the 
talent of choosing the right sources and he is able to verify them. He is also capable of 
presenting in a literary style the events making the narration very pleasant.”127 
Maybe one of the most influential and important Greek poet in the modern 
times was K.P Kavafis. Originated from Constantinople, Istanbul nowadays, he was 
born in Alexandria. He spent some years of his youth in Great Britain and France. He 
started to publish his poems in 1896-1897. His work is unique and different than any 
Greek or foreign poet. Since 1904 he created many collections of poems, which are 
divided into three main categories: a) Historical poems, referring to the Hellenistic 
period and Alexandria in particular, b) Sensual poems, dressed with lyricism and 
emotion, inspired by recollection and remembrance c) Philosophical poems, also called 
instructive poems. His legacy reaches contemporary times. It wouldn’t be an 
exaggeration to say that few are those, who have not heard about “Ithake” his most 
famous poem.128 
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ECONOMIC ACTIVITY SECTORS 
The unquiet and active spirit of the Greeks always led them to new economic 
activity fields and their presence in Egypt was not an exception. The 1917 census in 
Egypt about the professional employment of the Greek population, showed that the 
tertiary sector was dominant, while the secondary sector was also worth mentioning. 
The commerce reached a level of 21.75%, the several services 10.42%, the 
transportations 6.21%, the food production 8.65%, and the clothes production 5.04%.  
The two categories regarding the secondary sector included self-employed people, 
usually craftsmen and family enterprises. In such economic activities it was difficult to 
discern the borders between the producer and the enterprises.129 The high percentage 
in the tertiary sector meant occupation in the services of the state. Moreover, in the 
Greek communities there were many hotels, Theaters, movie halls and in general 
public centers, like coffee shops and wine markets.  
The sea and waterway transportations were a key factor for the commerce. The 
extremely profitable cotton commerce involved a series of brokers, quality controllers, 
administrative employees and merchant dealers. The latter enjoyed a prominent 
position in the multinational markets. Greek merchants were responsible for almost 
one quarter of the total cotton exports of Egypt. Furthermore, the high cotton prices 
and other products during the First World War, led to accumulation of capital, though 
not analogous to that of the previous century.130 
Cotton along with rice, sugar cane, and broad beans, were the agricultural 
products that were cultivated in a traditional very old method. The natural 
environment and the terrain of Egypt was favoring these cultivations. For example, the 
sludge created by the flood of river Nile, was the main source of irrigation and manure. 
Absence or delay of the floods could be disastrous for the farmers. However, in the 
beginning of the 20th century irrigation works led to a greater cotton production. The 
exploitation of the water currents and the implementation of a new cultivation system 
based to organized irrigation, balanced the relation of the farmers with the working 
environment.  
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 The very profitable trading exports from Egypt urged The British to found the 
Alexandrian Produce Association, which undertook the commercial settlement of the 
products. In addition, in 1901 the Greek chamber of commerce was established in 
Alexandria with E. Benakis as president, and in 1923 in Cairo. The two chambers were 
in close relation with the Egyptian chambers and with those in Greece. In particular, 
the field of cotton processing was developed because of the appearance of companies, 
such as the “Kafr- el Zayat Cotton Company Limited” and the “Associated Cotton 
Ginners of Egypt Ltd”. The first was established with Greek and English capital from G. 
Gousios and GM. Sursock, while the second included as members the commercial 
houses of Choremi-Benaki and A. Zervoudaki. Both served the interests of the cotton 
industry.131 
The people of the Greek communities were also involved in industrial activities 
since the 19th century. Egypt’s light industry included factories of food processing, 
leather and cotton processing, tobacco and soap processing that were in acne until the 
late 1910s.  The country witnessed for the first time products like chocolate, and 
pasta.132The communities have always sought improvement and development. For 
that reason the Greek consulate in Egypt was in contact with the ministries of Greece, 
in order to send or receive requests and news from the communities. For instance, on 
January 23 the Greek ambassador in Cairo, Vasileios Dendramis, in his missive to the 
ministry of agriculture he informed the Greek government about Egypt’s intention to 
expand the dairy industry in Egypt.133 From the decade of 1920, there was also a 
development in metallurgy and textile products, but the Tobacco exports started to 
decline due to high import taxes from the European states. The situation affected the 
leather and alcohol products and their owners, who sometimes were forced to sell 
their companies to European entrepreneurs.  
The next decade of 1930 the secondary sector of economy saw a greater 
advance at the expense of the third. The worldwide financial crisis was the main 
reason in combination with the gradual nationalization of the Egyptian economy, from 
the second half of 1930s. However, it is important to mention that even in 1937, 1135 
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of the 2988 industrial companies were in Greek hands. Apart from the ownership of 
companies the Greeks were involved in stock capital of anonymous companies and in 
their administrative councils.134 
 
                      Table 5.  Exported Products, from Egypt to Sudan, 1932135 
Product Weight(Tons, L, kg)  Value in Egyptian pounds 
Cheese  42t 4123 
Honey 75t 2746 
Shoes 281t 11113 
Fruits 25t 6556 
Chocolate candies 370t 16880 
Pasta 35t 2131 
Bottled wine 15350 L. 2075 
Beer 489000 L. 16193 
Olive oil 39t 2443 
Soap 2269t 53885 
Silk Fabrics 3030 kg. 2044 
Barrel Wine  80373 kg. 1889 
Cigarettes  114136 kg. 150018 
 
 
The great influx of money and the foundation of successful commercial 
enterprises forced the Greeks to get involved in the establishment or the co- 
foundation of banks in Egypt already from the 19th century. Some of the most famous 
and influential Egyptian banks were the National Bank of Egypt established in 1898, 
and the Land Bank of Egypt established in 1905. K.M Salvagos was a co- founder of the 
first one and he held a significant percentage of the bank’s shares. The second was 
founded mainly by the Greek buisnessmen P.P. Rodokanakis and K.G. Zervoudakis, 
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among others. The bank could offer loans and deposits to farmers to deal with the 
needs of cultivations. There were also annexes of Greek banks such as the Bank of 
Athens, Banque d’ Orient, Emporiki Bank and Ionian Bank. They all encouraged the 
Greek commercial investments by providing promising repayments and deposits.136 
The economic euphoria in the Greek communities of Egypt lasted until the late 
1930s with ups and downs. However, the economic activities of the Greeks were of 
great importance to Egypt and its people raising the prestige of the country and 
improving people’s lives. 
 
 
  THE YEARS OF UNCERTAINTY AND DECADENCE (1937-1962) 
  In the third and final chapter of this Master Thesis the author refers to the 
most important factors that led to the decline of the Greek communities in Egypt. A 
brief reference is made to WWII period. The political scene in Egypt and especially the 
regime of Gamal Abdel Nasser are at the center of attention.  
  WARNING SIRENS 
 The concern of the Greek communities about their future in Egypt did not 
appear suddenly in the decades of 1930-1940 as many people believe. The historical 
research proves that the Greek residents were very much anxious already from the 
beginning of the 20th century. The anxiousness sprang mainly from the restricted 
measures of the Egyptian governments regarding the right to work. It neither found a 
solution nor did it disappear until it exploded, and led to a mass exodus in the decade 
of 1960.  
 It is obvious that the Greek and the other communities had the insight to 
foreseen that the foreign domination of Egypt would stop at some point. A direct 
result would be the revocation of the privileged treatment that the foreigners enjoyed 
in Egypt. In addition, the Greeks could predict the fast moving progress of the 
Egyptian-Arabian population. These elements led eminent Greek figures to express 
their fears for the living in Egypt. Many opinions were written and expressed, 
sometimes to the point, and others unrealistic, but nonetheless they did not manage 
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to urge the community to follow the right policy, in order to receive the less possible 
damage.137 For instance, in 1919 the president of the Greek community in Alexandria 
M.Salvagos sent a document to the Greek minister of foreign affairs, declaring the 
urgent need for the improvement of the bonds connecting Greece with the Greeks in 
Egypt. His expressed his and the people’s worries. He also suggested better protection 
of the institutions, and clubs. The Greek fortunes were also a vitally important issue.138  
 Another voice of concern was Eugenios Michailidis, an author of many books 
about Egypt and Greeks. In 1926, he warned about the extinction of the Greek element 
because of the strong competition in commerce with the other foreign communities, 
and the progress of the Egyptians. He was also concerned about a possible gradual 
disappearance of the Greeks from Egypt after some generations.139 
 Ever since Great Britain provided a conditional independence to Egypt in 1922, 
the population of the country did not stop trying to control the sectors of politics, 
economy, and military. Generally the term “Egyptianisation” is used to describe this 
procedure, namely the Egyptian effort to have the initiative in governance of the 
country, the army, trading, industrial activities and finance. The main obstacle of 
Egyptianisation was the system of Capitulations, which was abrogated in 1937 with the 
Montreux agreement, between the Egyptian government and the capitulatory powers. 
The convention made it easier for the Egyptians to claim primacy on most economic 
fields that previously were exploited by the foreigners. The latter attempted to avoid 
discrimination measures against the foreign communities. The article 2 of the 
convention, the article 1 of the protocol, and the declaration 2 of the Egyptian 
government guaranteed safety in terms of discrimination behavior. Nevertheless, the 
future events showed that the guarantees were nothing but means of appeasing.140 
 It is imperative to understand the key role of the capitulations141 for the 
development and acne of the foreign communities, in order to better justify their 
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decline. In contrast to what was happening to the rest of the Ottoman Empire, In Egypt 
the capitulations were much more beneficial for the foreigners, and sometimes the 
privileges were more than the agreed. Bringing to the present the words of Lord 
Cromer: “Europeans, who are privileged in Turkey, are more than privileged in 
Egypt”142 
 Through the regime of the Capitulations the foreigners including the Greeks 
were free of almost any taxation. The initial Ottoman plan to exclude the nonnative 
population of Egypt from some taxes in order to boost the commercial activities, 
ended up in an almost total exclusion from payments to the Empire. The Egyptian 
government could not tax anyone without the permission of the country of origin. Only 
the British administration imposed some taxes, Nonetheless, of secondary importance. 
In addition, there was freedom in travelling, transportation and commerce, to the 
point that Egypt was the ideal place for someone to acquire official documents of 
permission to remain and get settled in the country. The Egyptian government neither 
had the right to ask the foreigners for passports arriving at the country, nor could 
deport them. Moreover, the religious and personal freedom was much more protected 
in Egypt than any other province of the Ottoman Empire. For example the religious law 
about the building of churches after the approval of the Ottoman authorities, was not 
in power in Egypt. Also, the Egyptian police did not have the right to arrest foreign 
people, who had also their enterprises and houses secured. 
 The regime of the Capitulations provided shelter in law and judicial affairs. In 
fact, the Egyptian state could not enact laws about the foreigners without permission 
of their motherland, and also they could not bring them into the Egyptian courts. In 
trials, the plaintiffs of similar nationalities were judged in the consular courts of their 
country, while those of different nationalities were taken into the so called mixed 
courts. Their rules and operation was a combination of the Napoleonic Code and the 
Islamic Sharia law. Even in the selection of the judges the foreign countries had the 
final word. 
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 Considering all these privileges, the ultimate Egyptian target was their 
abolition. Finally on the 12 April 1937, the convention at Montreux named officially, La 
Conference des Capitularies, was signed. The Egyptian officials essentially announced 
their intentions and left little space for negotiations to the Europeans. The equality 
among the different ethnicities in Egypt, and the abolition of the privileges of the 
capitulations, brought Egypt into a transitional period until 1949, in which the reforms 
in Egypt could gradually be implemented. Greece complied with the twelve years of 
transition in fear of alienation from the Egyptian government. The treaty provided that 
in the end of this period the foreigners would be under the Egyptian law. No hostile 
law would be enacted before 1949.143 The treaty of Montreaux alarmed the Greek 
communities and the decisions soon became widespread. In the newspapers of the 
communities the people expressed anxiety, questions and a rather superficial 
enthusiasm along with skepticism about the Egyptian effort to win total independence. 
The president of the community of Alexandria tried to warn the Greek Prime Minister 
Ioannis Metaxas writing that the Capitulations were a key factor for the coherence of 
the communities and the abolition without guarantees, could lead to dissolution and 
repatriation. Despite the debate, the several statements and warnings no organized 
plan was suggested. The beginning of the Second World War almost two years after 
Montreaux, suspended any public discussion for readjustment of the Greek 
community to the new reality.144 
 
 WORLD WAR TWO IN EGYPT 
 Britain and France declared war on Nazi Germany in 1939. In the Arab countries 
many people were supporting the opinion that the British were going to lose the war 
and were hoping for a better future free from the Western imperialism. Egypt was 
among those countries. In particular, when the war broke out, king Faruq of Egypt, 
along with his ministers attempted to cancel the 1936 Anglo-Egyptian treaty. The 
momentum seemed ideal because the German expeditionary force, the so called 
Afrikakorps, was approaching the Egyptian border having invaded Libya. After a British 
military threat the king caved in. Mustafa al Nahhas, the Wafdist leader, came to 
                                                 
143 Dalachanis, (2015) Ακυβέρνητη Παροικία, ibid, pp. 32-36 
144 Dalachanis, Ακυβέρνητη Παροικία, ibid, pp.38-40 
  -63- 
power and remained loyal to the British. During the war, Egypt did not fall into German 
hands. The country developed economic self-sufficiency and began negotiations with 
the British. The latter were promoting the political unification of the Arabs. As a result 
a new union emerged. The Arab league was formed in March 1945. It was to play an 
important role in the history of Egypt.145 
 The Greek community inevitably got involved in the war, and in many cases 
wrote glorious pages of history. To begin with, when the battle of Crete was over, 
Greece fell within the operational control area C-in-C Middle East. This was the area 
that had not been occupied by the Axis forces, and the region provided a good 
opportunity to the Greek army for reorganization.146 On May 23 1941, King George the 
Second (1890-1947), and the Greek government disembarked in Alexandria. A month 
later they continued to South Africa and London, where the exiled allied governments 
had been summoned. On 15 June, the Headquarters of the Royal Hellenic Army of the 
Middle East (VESMA) were set up, under British command. The army lacked cohesion 
because it consisted of men with different political views. Some were royalists, while 
others liberals. There were supporters of the Metaxas government and also 
communists. The puzzle was completed with the Greeks of Egypt. They served in 3 
classes and 7063 men had been called in arms, (4032 infantry men, 1614 in navy and 
1417 in the air force).147 
 During the war years the Greek communities established national committees 
that tried to provide aid, nursing and financial support to the families of the fighting 
soldiers or other poor people. It was not an easy task and the difficulties are described 
by the president of the national committee in Port Said, Konstantinos Papadimitriou, in 
his official letter to the vice president of the Greek government Panagiotis 
Kanellopoulos. The people in need of aid were coming from different social strata and 
had different jobs and professions. It was hard to investigate and discern the real 
needs for every family. Furthermore, their number constantly increased. 
Consequently, according to Papadimitriou, the committee in Port Said had to decrease 
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the monthly allowance to the poor, to the point that they could be a little relieved 
from their sufferings. The letter concluded with a request for a solution and faith for 
improvement of the situation.148 
 Despite the war, these years saw a large influx of foreigners and Greeks in 
Egypt. It was the last glimpse of light regarding the population numbers of the Greek 
communities. The exact numbers are unknown. That short migration could not stop 
the gradual departure from Egypt that had already become visible in the census of 
1937.149 
Table 6. Foreign citizens in Egypt150 
 1937 1947 Decrease 
Greek citizens 68.599 57.427 16.29% 
British citizens 31.523 28.246 10.40% 
French citizens 18.821 9.717 48.37% 
Italian citizens 47.706 27.958 41.40% 
Total 186.515 145.912 21.77% 
 
 
Table 7. Residents of Greek origin in Egypt151 
 1937 1947 Decrease 
Residents of Greek 
origin (total) 
90.456 77.595 14.22% 
Greeks of another 
citizenship 
21.897 20.168 7.90% 
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THE REVOLUTION OF 1952 AND NASSER’S VISION 
After WWII, Egypt found itself in a leading position among the Arab states. It 
had the largest population, around 21 millions in 1950, the best Universities, and very 
influential radio stations. The intellectuals and scholars were also multiplied and the 
country had repaid all of its debts.152 The Egyptians had improved the public sanitation 
and thus had reduced death rate. Moreover, people were more active in commerce 
and urban professions.153 
In the immediate aftermath of WWII, the Egyptians brought back to the surface 
the burning issue of their national independence. Things seemed to indicate that new 
uprisings would soon erupt, and great personalities would make their appearance. 
After all, the guerrilla war against the British had not stopped, and during the War 
people’s hatred towards imperialism remained.  
The young Egyptian military officers emerged more mature after the war and 
realized that it was time to retrieve the dignity of their country. A group of officers 
motivated by the humiliation of King Farouk by the British, who had surrounded and 
threatened with tanks the palace in 1942, initiate the “free officers’ movement”. 
Among the officers was one young man called Gamal Abdel Nasser. Born on January 
15th 1918 in the village of Beni mour, he was later found himself in Alexandria. 
Between 1933 and 1938 Nasser studied law for a short period and participated in riots. 
Those events formed his character and made him skeptic towards the British 
interference in his country.  Since 1949 the free officers’ movement was gaining more 
and more power. The leaders adopted the idea to overthrow the King and take the 
power. 154 
In 1951 severe demonstrations broke out again in Egypt and in January 1952 a 
public movement in Cairo triggered more uprisings that led to the expulsion of the 
king. The power was in the hands of the officers, who at first as a group and from 1954 
under the guidance of Nasser sought a breach with the past. The July 23 1952 meant 
the fulfillment of the Egyptian desire for self-determination, public sovereignty and 
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social justice.155 The ideology of Nasser had two points. On the one hand he promoted 
Panarabism, namely the unification of all the countries from Western Asia and North 
Africa to the Atlantic Ocean, referred to as the Arab world. This movement is close 
connected with the Arab nationalism. On the other hand, he supported the Arabian 
Socialism, which enclose all the principles about the reformation of the Egyptian and in 
general the Arabian society. The economic independence was also part of the Arab 
socialism theories that Nasser propounded.156 
 The Studies about this regime are multiple. It would not be possible to analyze 
all the aspects of Nasser’s policy and governance in this essay. However, it is crucial to 
refer also to the Egyptianisation laws of 1947, 1957 and to the nationalization 
measures taken in 1961, in order to create a bond with the Greek community and the 
mass exodus of its people in the two decades of 1950 and 1960. 
 
NATIONALIZATION AND MASS EXODUS 
The tendency for Egyptianisation had become extremely threatening since 
1947, when the law for the joint-stock companies was enacted. That measure imposed 
40% of the board of directors, 51% of the capital, 75% of the employees and 90% of 
the workers to be Egyptian. Also in 1948 supervision measures had been taken to 
foreign schools about the program of studies, and the in the next year the mixed 
courts were annulled.157 
The Egyptian president was determined to fulfill the long-term expectations for 
an “Egypt for the Egyptians”. It was difficult for the foreigners to remain unscathed. 
The first heavy blow happened in 1957. Three laws transformed foreign enterprises 
into Egyptian. Specifically, banks, insurance companies and commercial dealerships 
passed into the hands of indigenous businessmen. One delegation from the Greek 
communities of Alexandria and Cairo asked the exclusion of the Greek enterprises, 
with the argument that the long presence of the Greeks in Egypt has been very 
beneficial for Egypt. In addition, the Greek embassy followed the instructions of 
Athens and declared that Greece could not accommodate at that time a vast migration 
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wave from Egypt. Also, the newspaper Tachidromos called the Greek government to 
“defend the community’s interests”.158 The prime minister of Greece Konstantinos 
Karamanlis, during his visit to Egypt later that year, suggested a quick grant of the 
Egyptian citizenship to the Greek population. That way the Greeks would have been 
treated equally with the rest of the Egyptian citizens. Nasser initially agreed, but finally 
no regulation was made, because of inertia in the Greek side and also Egyptian 
indifference.  
The countdown had begun for the Greek community. The final blow was given 
with the nationalization of the big industrial companies in 1961 and the legislation 
about expropriation and distribution of the land, previously belonging to foreign 
owners, to the poor Egyptian farmers. This procedure lasted until 1963. What really 
happened with the implementation of those measures was not the economic 
destruction of a specific class in the Greek community. The nationalization affected 
negatively the working conditions of a large number of people and was regarded as a 
bad omen for the future. It ended up as a trend for many Greeks to leave Egypt 
following those who had already lost their jobs or fortunes, because of fear, insecurity 
or unwillingness to stay away from their beloved ones. 159    
       
 Table 8. Geographical allocation of Greek residents in Egypt160 
 1947 1961 1967 1992 
Total Egyptian 
territory  
77.592 40.950 17.000 1.500 
Alexandria 42.835 20.190 8.000 700 
Cairo 22.175 12.500 6.500 800 
Suez Canal 8.567 6.546 1.500 0 
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Despite the continuous migration waves of Greeks out of Egypt, it is remarkable 
that the two states and governments remained friendly to each other. The 
development of the Arab nationalism had not poisoned the interstate relations. On the 
contrary an alliance was maintained and the mutual visits of the two presidents, 
Karamanlis and Nasser to the respective countries proves that. The Greek government 
had realized that in the end the Greeks would be forced to abandon the country 
therefore, it tried to prevent the enactment of more nationalization laws, mainly 
during the stay of Karamanlis in Egypt in 1957. On the other hand President Nasser 
visited Athens on a three days trip in 1960. In his statements he stressed the necessity 
for friendship and peace with the “glorious” Greeks.161 He also declared the gratitude 
of Egypt for the neutral stance that Greece kept during the Suez Crisis and the 
refusal162 to participate in the conference of London in 1956. In addition, he praised 
the Greek employees in the Suez Canal, 85% of the total personnel at the time, for 
their dedication to work that allowed operations and transportations to continue 
through the Canal.163 
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CONCLUSIONS 
The historical continuity of thousands of Greeks that left Egypt can be searched 
today in different places around the world, such as Australia, South Africa, in North 
and south America, and of course in Greece. The majority of the “Egyptiotes” ended up 
in their homeland. In general their departure was peaceful and only in a few cases, 
hasty and forced. That is why they cannot be regarded as refugees. Their adjustment in 
others countries and their adaptation by the societies was not easy. As for the young 
people they could get settled easily as their studies, jobs, families and obligations of 
every kind made them compromise with reality. In their new homes they shined 
mainly in professions, where people with foreign languages knowledge were needed, 
namely in the tourism sector, in banks and companies with activities outside Greece.164 
The most important for the repatriated was that they preserved their Greek identity as 
the poet Timos Malanos stated.165 
Making a general overview the author believes that two important points 
should be stressed. The first is the overall impact of the Greeks in Egypt and their 
influence to the country of Egypt. Τhe second point concerns the sensitive issue of 
leaving Egypt. The author considers that the causes of the exodus should not be sought 
only in the Egyptian side, but also in the Greek actions, reactions, and to external 
factors. This is important in order to have a complete view of the topic. 
Concerning the impact on Egypt, on the scale of the global colonial system, the 
Greeks operated as local financial factors and in some cases representatives of the 
imperialistic powers, especially Great Britain. Thus, they created bonds between the 
dominant Europeans and the colonized East, highlighting Egypt’s socioeconomic face. 
In addition, Greeks played a guide role in the field of knowledge, creating networks of 
education and development. Greek businessmen devoted themselves in expansion of 
their enterprises. Also, the Greeks helped Egypt to move forward towards 
modernization. In this effort the high social positions that many conquered helped 
them a lot. They became eminent members of the social elite, and introduced along 
with other Europeans the urban class in Egypt, holding positions of Majors, deputies, 
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ministers and ambassadors. In the community life Greeks became leading figures and 
offered social services to the Egyptian society.166 
The dissolution of the Greek communities should be put into a frame of wider 
population movements, which were connected to three turning points in the history of 
Eastern Mediterranean. The first was the decline and dissolution of the Ottoman 
Empire. The second was end of the colonial Empires, and finally the Cold War. The 
need for protection of the social peace after World War Two, had led the Western 
countries to the creation of International Organization for Migration (IOM), which 
helped millions of people to migrate to countless destinations if they wanted, or were 
forced to. 
However, Greeks have always left Egypt since they had completed their tasks, 
or there was not any prospect to remain. Their numbers had ups and downs since the 
interwar period. This instability can be attributed to several factors. The conditions of 
the country of stay are usually the most important. For example, the most of the 
returnees chose the years after the Greek civil war, when the country was in acne, and 
after the Suez Crisis.167 
In the combination of factors that resulted the big exodus, the author includes 
what the consul general A. Georgiadis mentioned in the community’s information card 
for the year 1952: “The great threat to foreigners of Egypt, and especially the Greeks, is 
not the government’s measures, but the development and rise of the Egyptians, who 
nowadays are very successful in the most professions, previously exercised only by 
foreigners. On the other hand, Greeks are having difficulties adjusting to the new 
conditions, and refuse to mitigate their demands.”168 Also, the newspaper Paroikos 
summarized the reality for the community: “For decades we lived in Egypt without 
learning the language and discover the culture of the indigenous people. It was, when 
we received privileges because we were foreigners. We accepted them and they made 
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our lives easier. Those particularities prevent us from integrating to the Egyptian 
reality.”169 
The author concludes with one poem of K.P Kavafis. His marvelous writing 
predicted in a way the fate of the Greeks in Egypt. 
 
The God Abandons Antony 
C. P. Cavafy, 1863 - 1933 
At midnight, when suddenly you hear  
an invisible procession going by  
with exquisite music, voices,  
don’t mourn your luck that’s failing now,  
work gone wrong, your plans  
all proving deceptive—don’t mourn them uselessly:  
as one long prepared, and full of courage,  
say goodbye to her, to Alexandria who is leaving.  
Above all, don’t fool yourself, don’t say  
it was a dream, your ears deceived you:  
don’t degrade yourself with empty hopes like these.  
As one long prepared, and full of courage,  
as is right for you who were given this kind of city,  
go firmly to the window  
and listen with deep emotion,  
but not with the whining, the pleas of a coward:  
Listen—your final pleasure—to the voices,  
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to the exquisite music of that strange procession,  
to say goodbye to her, to the Alexandria you are losing.170 
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(Fig.1) Muhammad Ali      
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muhammad_Ali_of_Egypt 
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(Fig.2) Evelyn Baring , Lord of Cromer, the British administrator of Egypt (1883-1907) 
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiFoeLs_abgA
hVEblAKHaFVAhEQjhx6BAgBEAM&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wikitree.com%2Fphoto
%2Fjpg%2FBaring-47-
1&psig=AOvVaw27lbYaWbKDwi8AkOdR1r1v&ust=1549538220833196 
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(Fig.3) The 1919 Egyptian Revolution 
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiyv9KJ_6bgAh
WNa1AKHXYmDAsQjhx6BAgBEAM&url=https%3A%2F%2Fhistorystack.com%2FEgyptia
n_Revolution_of_1919&psig=AOvVaw1DM8B89wCztOep1trpq0qs&ust=154953854163
0552 
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(Fig.4) Averof gymnasium-Tositsas school 
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahU
KEwi32eKlgqfgAhVEalAKHQ-
HDX4Qjhx6BAgBEAM&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.protothema.gr%2Fgreece%2Farticle
%2F689380%2Faiguptos-averofeio-kai-tositsaia-tha-parameinoun-ellinika-
sholeia%2F&psig=AOvVaw13s3h-NFxXZZZ5tKoTtplM&ust=1549539414407625 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  -82- 
 
 
 
 
 
(Fig.5) CONSTANTINE P. KAVAFY 
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjC3qvg
gqfgAhVHaFAKHaisBkIQjhx6BAgBEAM&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lifo.gr%2Farticles%
2Fanagnoseis_articles%2F140795&psig=AOvVaw1ADXK2ykhJH5UAVEY27PTO&ust=154
9539497793288 
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(Fig. 6) Nikolaos Paraxeimonas, cotton producer in Egypt 
ELIA-MIET (HELLENIC AND LITERARY ARCHIVE- EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION OF THE 
NATIONAL BANK) 
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(Fig. 7) Cotton processing 1930  (Vovolini family archive) 
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(Fig. 8) The Factory of the Zahari family in Alexandria, Egypt 
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(Fig. 9) Athens Bank in Alexandria, Egypt 
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(Fig. 10) Nasser and the crowd 
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